
j ' r - , : :  r i  i ' , ! l r r ' . . i r  i  f f i *  i { * ' f f
.  , 1 1  i i : l  l i i .  - . - i i : { . ' . ! : i



dn**gr^rrr*^* ahahd,
a division of

@-"t*aA Or*^ar". ol.q@rde'
,Qe."pietGc$,@M'Aio4u

516 North Adams Street . P.O. Box 784
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-0784

Phone: (850) 224-7173. Fax: (850) 224-6532
E-Mail: ait@aif.com . lntemet: httD:/laif ,com

I--



{4eeta,hil,9n lm'h;,e* o/ gh'ad/n,
516 NORTH ADAIVS STFEET. P O. BOX 784. TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32302-0784

PHONE: (850) 224-7173. FAX: (850) 224-6532 . E-MAIL: ai l@ait.com .INTEFNETi hl lp:/ /aif .com

VOTING RECORDS ARE TIIE KEY

The voting records contained in this booklet are of the utmost rmponance to your business.
These records reflect how each member of the 1999 Florida Leeislature voted on kev issues affectine
industry thus far this year.

While these are not all of the issues debated in the Legislature, they are those that had the
greatest impact on the business cornmunity - either in a fiscal or a regulatory manner. Each issue
required a legislator's deliberate vote, either for or against a positive economic climate.

During a campaign it matters very little what a candidate professes he or she will do regarding
a particular issue if his or her voting record cannot support that stand. Your company, its employees
and its stockholders have a stake in the legislative process. We hope this information will give you the
insight needed Io draw your own conclusions as to whether your legislators' voting patterns have been
in the best inlerest of your business. We urge you to become involved in the electoral process by
supporting those candidates who have supponed you - and industry as a whole.

The AIF Voting Records are complete. In addition to votes on final passage for each business
bill, we have also included committee and amendment voles. In many cases these votes are more
crucial than votes on final passage. An amendment can completely alter the charter of a bill. A
commitee vote can stall a bill or send it speeding toward final passage. AIF only tallies those votes on
which we had a public position. These positions will be defined in the accompanying vote keys.

All votes taken in each chamber are tallied in the respective sections of this booklet. For
example, a vote taken in the Senate on a House bill is included in rhe Senate section.

The votes contained in the booklet are the actual votes cast, as reported in official state records.
We do not include changed or paired votes. Please remember that these votes have not been corrected
by the Legislarure at this time. It is still possible for official correcrions to be made. These will be
available in the bound Senate and House Journals in October of this year; changes will not be made to
this publication. AIF records positions of members of the l-egislature at the time the vote is recorded.

& Chief Executive Officer
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How ro Rnlo Vornvc Rnconus

The Voting Records are divided by House and Senate and then divided
in each chamber by topic (i.e., Health Care, Environmental, etc.). The secrion
on each topic begins with a key that summarizes the content and action on
each selected bill. The bills are assigned issue numbers and are numbered
consecutively (1,2,3, etc.). Each vote on an issue (bill) is identified by a lower
case letter in alphabetical order. See the following example.

Following the keys in each section will be a chart that shows the voting
tallies for each action on each selected issue. The first row will identify the
issue and issue number (l-a, l-b, etc.). The columns record how each senator or
representative voted on the action. The letter "F' signifies that the legislator voted
for the AIF position; an'4" indicates that the legislator voted against the AIF
position. The last column gives the percentage of pro-business votes recorded by
each legislator on that topic during the 1999 Regular Session.

The first part of Voting Record.s czries the entire repon of the Senate,
beginning with the overall ranking for each senator on all issues selected by AIF,
followed by the section reports. The second half gives the entire report on the
House of Representatives.

CSISB 374 Civil
Actions by rhe

Senqfe Judiciory
Committee

ond Senolor
John Lourenl

(R-Borlow)

ftt, 
Uitt is a portion of the ron reform package srrongly supported by AIF.

I It contains some procedural measures, such as allowing members of a jury
to take notes during trial and submit written questions to witnesses or the judge.
It provides for binding voluntary trial resolution of certain civil disputes.
AIF supports this bill. A vore for the bill is a vote for AIF.

I Record 2a: On February 17, 1999, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2b: On March 10, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by
a vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A'!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 374 died in messases to the House.
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cslsB 236
lnsursnre Leosed

Motor Vehicles
by the Senote

Judicion
co--in"f I

qnd Senotor
Jock Lotvslq

(R-Polm Horbor)

C5l58 374 Civil
Actions by the

I

S E N A T E  .  C I V I L  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

l99B SwmnVornc lfuvs

CJtr[, Jusncn Rnnonm

fftir 
bill contains a portion of the tort reform package sought by AIF. It con-

I tains the repeal of vicarious liability for motor vehicle owners. A vote for this
bill is a vote for AIF.

Record la: On February 17,1999, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A
'(yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 1b: On March 10, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 236 dted in messages to the House.

his bill is a portion of the torr reform package strongly supported by AIF. It
contains some procedural measures, such as allowing members of a jury to

take notes during trial and submit written questions to witnesses or the judge. It
provides for binding vgfituntary trial resolution of certain civil disputes. AIF sup-
ports this bill, A vote fdi the bill is a vote for AIF.

I Record 2a: On February l?, 1999, the Senate Judiciary Comminee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2b: On March 10, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays, A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 374 died in messages to the House.

Senote Judiciory
Committee

ond Senqlor
John lsurent

(R-Borrow)
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CSISB 376 Civil
Actions by rhe

Senste Judiciory
Committee snd

Senotor Tom Lee
(R-Brondon)

S E N A T E  r  C I V I L  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

his bill is a portion of the tort reform package strongly supported by AIF. This
bill contains language regarding the civil liability of property owners, business

owners, and employers regarding employees and trespassers. It provides an em-
ployer with a presumption against negligent hiring of an employee under specific
conditions in a civil action for damages resulting from an employees' intentional
tort. It revises the conditions under which an employer is immune from civil liabil-
ity for disclosing information about a previous or current employee to a prospective
employer. AIF supports this bill.

I Record 3al On February 17,1999, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3b: On March 10, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea'r vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 376 died in messages to the House.

his bill is a por"tion of the rort reform package strongly supported by AIF. It
contains language reforming the law regarding punitive damages. The bill pro-

vides a higher burden of proof for an award of punitive damages in civil actions. It
contains caPS on punitive damages and repeals vicarious liability for punitive dam-
ages. The bill creates a single punirive damage award statute. AIF strongly supporrs
this bi l l .

r Record 4a: on February 17, 1999, the senate Judiciary committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays, A
o'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 4b; on March 10, 1999, the senate passed the bill as amenclerl by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yes" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 378 died in messages to the House.

CSl58 378 Civil
Actions by the

Senate Judiciary
Committee

ond Sendtor
Doniel Webster

(R-Ocoee)
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HB 775 Civil Acfions

S E N A T E  r  C l V l I  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

/f,t"r years of hard work, the business community has finally prevailed in the
Fl passage of a tort reform package. AIF was instrumental in the enactment of
this legislation, the culmination of more than a decade's worth of work.

The tort reform package is comprehensive and addresses a number of issues
related to personal injury and product liability lawsuits. The bill includes the
following provisions:

. l2-year statute of repose for products other than airplanes, trains, and ships,
which will have ZO-year statutes of repose. A statute of repose is very impor-
tant to product sellers and manufacturers because it completely bars filing a
claim for products liability after the product has been in use for more than the
specified amount of time.

r State-of-the-art defense and language clarifying subsequent remedial
measures. This is very important to a product manufacturer or seller because
it allows the jury to consider whether the product manufacturer used the state-
of-the-art processes and materials when it designed the product. The clean-
up of the subsequent remedial measures language is also very important.
Under current law, the jury may hear evidence of remedial measures taken
subsequent to an accident to repair the existence of a product defect. This
clean-up language makes evidence of subsequent remedial measures inad-
missible when the evidence is sought to prove the existence of a product
defect.

. Government rules defense, which allows a jury to consider whether a prod-
uct manufacturer or seller made its product pursuant to government rules.

. Immunity for liability for negligent hiring of employees if an employer
interviews an employee or does a background check. (Please check the de-
tails of the billto determine how you can gain immunity.) In addition, the bill
gives immunity for giving job reference information about former or current
employees. Prior to passage of this bill, employers only had immunity for
giving job ref'erences on former employees.

. Presumption against liability for damages occurring on the premises of a
convenience store if the convenience store follows its statutory requirements
for saf'ety measures.

. Does not allow an intoxicated defendant to collect damages. The bill also
precludes liability by a landowner for an intoxicated trespasser.

. Modification to liability for discovered and undiscovered trespassers, which
will provide a defense to landowners when a trespasser is injured on their
property.

. A person or organization owning or controlling an interest in real property
shall not be held liable for negligence that results in the death ofor injury or

by rhe House
Judiciory Committee
ond Representdtive

Johnnie Bryd
(R-Plonr ciryl
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HB 775 Gontinued

S E N A T E  .  C I V I L  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

damage to a person who is attempting to commit a felony on the propefty.

. New limits on punitive damages. Specifically, it creates a two-tier cap sys-
tem, together with an exception under which there would be no caps on puni-
tive damages. The first tier doubles the earlier cap of $250,000 on punitive
damages up to $500,000 on punitive damages. The second tier quadruples
the cap to $2 million (or four times compen$arory damages), whichever is
higher, if the wrongful conduct is both knowing and substantiarly egregious.
The language also provides no caps if the defendant intended to harm the
claimant. It also repeals vicarious liability for punitive damages and allows
for a single award of punitive damages.

' New limits on joint and several liability and clarification of the Fabre deci-
sion. [t limits joint and several liability in the following manner: Any defen-
dant in a case where the plaintiffis also at fault, found l0 percent or less at
fault shall have no joint and several liability. Any defendanr in a case where
the plaintiff is also at fault, found more than l0 percent, but less than 25
percent, at fault shall have joint and several liability up to $200,000 in
economic damages. Any defendanr in a case where the plaintiff is also at
fault, found at least 25 percent, but no more than 50 percent, at fault shall
have joint and several liability for economic damages up to $500,000. Any
defendant in a case where the plaintiff is also at fault, found more than 50
percent at fault shall have joint and several liability for economic damages in
excess of $ I million. These caps are doubled when the plaintiff is found to be
without fault.

' Modification of vicarious liability for auto owners and limits on their
l iabi l i ty.

The bill contains a number of other small modifications to the tofi l iability
system. AII in all it is the mosr sweeping product and personal injury liability re-
fo rm b i l l  ever  passed in  F lo r ida .  The las t  a r rempt  a t  re fo rm was in  the
mid-\980's, and that law refbrmed the medical malpractice sysrem,

The business community spent literally thousands of hours of work on this
b i l l .  i

on February 3, 1999, the House Judiciary committee passed pcB JUD 99-
0l favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
posit ion.

On February 15, 1999, PCB JUD 99-01 became HB 775.

on March 10, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of g6
yeas to 33 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 5a: on March 10, lgg9, the senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 3.4



HB 775 Gontinucd

S E N A T E  I  C I V I L  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

On April 8, 1999, the House refused to concur with the Senate amendments
and requested the Senate to recede.

On April 8, 1999, the Senate refused to concur with the House.

On April 13, 1999, the House and Senate appointed a conference committee.

On April 30, 1999, the House passed the Conference Committee Report by a
vote of 84 yeas to 33 nays. A t'yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 5b: On April 30, 1999, the Senate passed the Conference Committee
Report by a vote of 25 yeas to 14 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

HB 775 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.
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D li:.:l Forman (D) F F F F F A

5 l i iiiliini Geller (D) F F F F F A

F - Vote for positiort of AI F . A - Vote against position of AI F
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cSlHB 75 | High-
Gluolity Educofion

System by rhe
House Select

Committee on
Trsnsforming

Florido Schools ond
R.epresentotive
Alex Disz de lo

Porrillo (R-Miomi|

S E N A T E  r  E D U C A T I O N

Enucmron

S/HB 751, the Bush/Brogan A+ Education Plan, was the Governor's number
one legislative priority. With this bill, Florida sets a new standard for compre-

hensive, child centered educational reform. The Bush/Brogan Education Program
includes accountability, rewarding success, correcting failure, providing opportu-
nity scholarships, and improving school safety and discipline.

The eight key components of the A+ Education Plan are;

. Additional Funding for K-12 School - $800 million ro be used to help
students meet promotion standards, to award high performing and improving
schools, to help students read on grade level, to help teachers meet high
standards, to reward teachers for National Board Certification, for school
safety programs, for textbooks and instructional materials, and to cover short-
falls in construction funds.

. Higher Standards and Expanded Testing - Current testing is being ex-
panded from grades four, five, eight, and ten to all grades three through
ten, with new tests to measure learning from year to year and to become an
educational accountability system.

. Grade Schools and Repofi Progress - The Bush/Brogan plan proposes that
all schools receive a report card graded from A to F as to how well the school
performs each year.

. End Social Promotion - The policy of being promoted without demon-
strating achievement willbe eliminated in Florida's public schools; ancl schools
will be given funds to support initiative programs to improve srudenrs read-
ing, writing, and mathematic skills.

. Reward Schools for Improvement - Schools that receive an A and im-
prove at least one grade based on student achievement, attenclance, clrop out
rate, discipline, and college readiness will be rewarded with up to $100.00
per student.

. Opportunity Scholarships - Schools performing at failing level will be
given two years to improve during which they will receive financial and tech-
nical assistance. If the school fails to improve beyond an F in those two years,
it will be subject to changes directed by the Board of Education. The A+ plan
proposes that parents will be offered an opportunity scholarship to send their
children to a higher performing public or private school of their choice.
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CSIHB 751 Continued

S E N A T E  .  E D U C A T I O N

. Higher Standards for Educators - The Bush/Brogan Plan increases stan-
dards for education professionals at every level. The State Board of Educa-
tion will be directed to reassess and reset passing scores on teacher examina-
tions to ensure that entering teachers have mastery of college level skills in
reading, writing, and mathematics.

. lmprove School Safety - The Bush/Brogan Plan requires all schools to
develop school improvement plans that include specific measures for im-
proving school discipline and safety.

An educated populous is essential to the political and economic health of the
state of Florida and the ability to do business in Florida, depends on the quality of
education in Florida. Education is a fact of doing business in Florida.

AIF supports a neutral school choice program to provide Florida residents
with the opportunities to have their children educated at the school of their choice,
by allowing the State to defray the cost of educational expense incuned by parents,
regardless of the type of school children attend. A vote for CS/IIB 751 is a vote forAIF.

On March 3, 1999, the House Select Committee on Transforming Florida
Schools passed the bill favorably as a commirtee substitute combining HB
753 artd HB 755 into CS/HB 751 by a vore of l6 yeas to I nays. A ..yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 16, 1999, the House Education Committee passed the bill favor-
ably as amended by a vote of 9 yeas to 5 nays. A ..yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

On March 25,1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of 7l
yeas to 49 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record la: On April 16, 1999, the Senare passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 26 yeas to l4 nays. A ..yef," vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 2l , 1999, the House refused to concur in the Senate amendments
and request the Senate to recede and a conference committee was appointed.

on April 22, 1999, the senate refused to recede and a conference committee
was appointed.

On April28, 1999, the House passed the Conference Committee Report by a
vote of 70 yeas to 48 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record Ib; on April 30, 1999, the senate passed the conference committee
Report by a vote of 25 yeas to l5 nays. A,.yea" vote is a vore for theAIF
posit ion.

cs/HB 751 passed both the House and senate and is pending Governor
action.
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Educotionol

S E N A T E  .  E D U C A T I O N

S/CS/SB 1756 the Bush/Brogan A+ Education Plan, was the Governor's num
ber one legislative priority. With this bill, Florida sets a new standard for com-

prehensive, child centered educational reform. The Bush/Brogan Education
Program includes accountability, rewarding success, coffecting failure, providing
opportunity scholarships, and improving school safety and discipline.

The eight key components of the A+ Education Plan are:

. Additional Funding for K-12 School - $800 million to be used to help
students meet promotion standards, to award high performing and improving
schools, to help students read on grade level, to help teachers meet high stan-
dards, to reward teachers fot National Board Certification, for school safety
program$, for textbooks and instructional materials, and to cover shortfalls in
construction funds.

. Higher Standards and Expanded Testing * Cunent resting is being
expanded from grades four, five, eight, and ten to all grades three through
ten, with new tests to measure learning from year to year and to become an
educational accountability sy$tem.

. Grade Schools and Report Progress - The Bush,/Brogan plan proposes that
all schools receive a report card graded from A to F as to how well the school
performs each year.

. End Social Promotion - The policy of being promoted without demon-
strating achievement will be eliminated in Florida's public schools; and schools
will be given funds to support initiative programs to improve students read-
ing, writing, and mathematic skills.

. Reward Schools for Improvement - Schools that receive an A and im-
prove at least one grade based on student achievement, attendance, drop out
rate, discipline, and college readiness will be rewarded with up to $100.00
per student.

. Opportunity Scholarships - Schools performing at failing level will be
given two years to improve during which they will receive financial and tech-
nical assistance. If the school fails to improve beyond an F in those two years,
it will be subject to changes directed by the Board of Education. The A+ Plan
proposes that parents will be offered an opportunity scholarship to send their
children to a higher performing public or private school of their choice.

. Higher Standards for Educators - The Bush/Brogan Plan increases sran-
dards for education professionals at every level. The State Board of Educa,
tion will be directed to reassess and reset passing scores on teacher examina-
tions to ensure that entering teachers have mastery of college level skills in
reading, writing, and mathematics.

Accountobility by
the Senote Fiscsl

Policy Commitlee,
the Educotion

Committee qnd

Sensfor
Annq Cowin
(R.Leesburg)
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cslcslsB r7s6
Continued

S E N A T E  r  E D U C A T I O N

. lmprove School Safety - The Bush/Brogan Plan requires all schools to
develop school improvement plans that include specific measures for im-
proving school discipline and safety.

An educated populous is essential to the political and economic health of the
State of Florida and the ability to do business in Florida depends on rhe quality of
education in Florida. Education is a fact of doing business in Florida.

AIF supports a neutral school choice program to provide Florida, residents
with the opportunities to have their children educated at the school oftheirchoice,
by allowing the State to defray the cost ofeducational expense incurred by parents,
regardless of the type of school children attend.

I Record 2a: On March 22,1999, the Senate Education Committee passed the
bill as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 4 nays. A .,yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2b: On April 8, 1999, the Senare Fiscal Policy Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 5 yeas to 2 nays. A ..yea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2c: On April 16, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote
of 26 yeas to 14 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 1756 died in messages to the Housel refer to CS/HB 751.
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Reform Acf by the
Senste Ethics ond

Elections Committee
ond Senqtor
Jock Lqtvslq

S E N A T E  r  E I E C T I O N S

BrncuoNs

IF supports reasonable and effective election reform measures. At the present

c5l58 3t4 time, AIF does not see the need for far-reaching or radical changes to the

€ompoign Finoncing election and campaign laws that govern the State of Florida.

This bill would have imposed an aggregate limit of $5,000 on contributions
to the state or county executive committees of political parties. The bill doubled the
amount which may be contributed to statewide candidate$ - raising from $500 to
$1,000 the maximum which may be contributed by most person$ to each candidate
per election; and raising from $50,000 to $100,000 the maximum which may be
contributed by a political party to a statewide candidate per election cycle.

The bill modified the requirements for political committee and political party
expenditures which jointly endorse three or more candidates. The bill revised the
current exemption for "3 pack" advertisements, providing that such multiple
endorsement advertisements are exempt only from campaign finance requirements
if: the endorsement substantially provides equal time, equal space, and service to
each candidate; or for endorsements in a general election, the endorsement lists all
nominees of a political party in the area covered by the broadcast or mailing.

CS/SB 314 modified the definition of "political advertisement" to include
any paid advertisement which mentions or shows a clearly identified candidate. It
also regulated "issue ads", which may advocate the election or defeat of certain
candidates under the guise of educating the public on issues.

The bill would have expanded the definition of "political committee" to
include any group which anticipates making expenditures in excess of $500 in a
calendar year on political advertising in support of, or in opposition to, an elected
public official. A Committee of Continuing Existence (CCE) would have been
required to register as a political committee if any expenditure is made in support
of, or in opposition to, an elected official. These changes would eff'ectively require
these groups to register and file campaign contribution reports as currently required
of political committees. Lastly, the bill would modify the registration and campaign
finance reporting requirements for political committees and CCE's. The bill would
require the cornmittee's name include the business, Iabor union, association, other
committee, or special or economic interest responsible for organizing the commit-
tee, if any. If the committee's name does not include one of these special interests,
the committee's campaign finance treasurer's report must include a description of
the special or economic interest, if any, of the majority of the committee's contribu-
tors, The bill would have subsrantially changed Chapter 106, F,S.

(R-Polm Horbor)
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Senote Erhits ond
Elections Committee

S E N A T E  .  E L E C T I O N S

CSISA 314 Continued
Record la: On February 3, 1999, the Senate Ethics & Elections Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0
nays. A 'dyeatt vote is a vote against the AIF position.

Record lb: On March 5, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote
of 3l yeas to 5 nays. A "yen" vote is a vote against the AIF position.

CS/$B 314 died in the House Electlon Reform Committee-

his bill provides that if all candidates for an offrce are seeking the nomination

5B 7lO Primory of the same party and there is no opposition in the general election, except

Elections by the from a write-in candidate, all registered voters may vote for that office in the first
primary election and, if necessary, in the general election. The offrces shall be placed
under the heading of "Universal Primary" in the order determined by the Depart-
ment of State.

Record 2a: On January 7,1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee
passed PCB EE 99-05 favorably by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A..yea" vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

On January 13, 1999, PCB EE99-05 became SB 710

Record 2b: On February 17,1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably by a vote of7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vore is a
vote for the AIF position.

Record 2c: On April 7, 1999, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of
38 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vore of I I I yeas
to 2 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 710 died in messages to the Senate.
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S E N A T E  '  E L E C T I O N S

his bill implements the Constitution Revision Commission's Amendment I I
which was approved by Florida voters in the November 1998 elections, to

provide equal ballot access for all candidates regardless ofparty affiliation.

The bill provides that the ballot access requirements for minor party candi-
dates and candidates with no party afhliation be equal to those requirements for a
candidate of a majority political party.

Record 3a; On January 7,1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee
passed PCB EE 99-03 favorably by a vote of6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

On January 20, 1999, PCB EE 99-03 became SB 754.

Record 3b: On February 17, 1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Commi_t-
tee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A ..yea" vore is a
vote for the AIF position.

Record 3c: On April 7, 1999, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of
37 yeas to 0 nays. A ('yea" vote is a vore for the AIF position.

On April 27, 1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l4 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 754 pflssed both the House and Senate flnd is pending Governor action.

Att supports reasonable and effective election reform measures. At the present
Fltime, AIF does not see the need for far-reaching or radical changes ro rhe
election and campaign laws rhat govern the State of Florida.

The bill addressed a number of election issues, including the presidential
pref'erence primary date, campaign finance, the allocation of candidate filing fees,
voter fraud, and absentee balloting. The bill would have also moved the date of the
presidential preference primary from the second Tuesday in March to the first Tues-
day in March, in each year the number of which is a multiple of 4.

The bill required that the deposits of fil ing fees from minor party candidares,
judicial candidates, nonpaftisan school board candidates, and candiclates with no
party aflil iation shall be deposited into the Election commission Trust Fund.

The bill also required an elector voting by absentee to sign the Voter's Certifi-
cate and print their name and the name of a witness and witness identification infbr-
mation.

Regarding campaign finance, the bill clarified several provisions of chapter
106, F.S., relating to the definition of "contribution", limitations on contributions

Preference Primory
by Represenlqtive
Jerry Moygorden

(R- PensocoloI

SB 754 Elecrions by
the Senore Ethics

qnd Eleclions
Commitlee

HB 819 Presidentiol
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S E N A T E  r  E L E C T I O N S

HB 8t9 Gontinued
intended to fund independent expenditures, and prohibitions against the use of state
workers for campaign purposes.

The bill as originally filed specifically was related to changing the date of the
presidential preference primary from the second Tuesday in March to the first Tues-
day in March, of each year and AIF supported this effort. But as amended in the
Senate, the bill would cap campaign contributions to rhe parry at $5,000 in the last
thirty days of an election. AIF opposed any cap on campaign contributions to
Florida's political parties.

On March I, 1999, the House Election Reform Committee passed the bill
favorably as amended by a vote of7 yeas to I nay. A "yeatt vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

On March 17,1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of 100
yeas to l5 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 27,1999, the Senate substituted HB 819 for SB 1782. SB 1782 was
laid on the table.

I Record 4a: OnApril 28, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote
of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A'6yea" vote is a vote against the AIF position.

IIB 819 died in messages to the House.

5B | 782 Elections IF supports reasonable and effective election reform measures. At the present

by Senoror Jsck time, AIF does not see the need for far-reaching or radical changes ro rhe

Lotvolo (R-Polm
Horbor)

election and campaign laws that govem the State of Florida.

The bill addressed a number of election issues, including the presidential
preference primary date, campaign finance, the allocation of candidate fil ing f'ees,
voter tiaud, and absentee balloting. The bill would have also moved the date of the
presiclential preference primary from the second Tuesday in March to the first Tues-
day in March, in each year the number of which is a multiple of 4.

The bill required that the deposits of fil ing fees from minor party canrlidates,
judicial candidates, nonpartisan school board candidares, and candidates with no
party affil iation shall be deposited inro rhe Election commission Trust Funcl.

The bill also required an elector voting by absentee to sign the Voter's Certifi-
cate and print their name and the name of a witness and witness identification infor-
mation.

Regarding campaign finance, the bill clarified several provisions of Chaprer
106, F.S. relating to the definition of -'contribution", limitations on contriburions
intended to I'und independent expenditures, and prohibitions against the use of state

I 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S



SB 1782 Continued

S E N A T E  .  E L E C T f  O N S

workers for campaign pulposes.

The bill as originally filed specifically was related to changing the date of the
presidential preference primary from the second Tuesday in March to the first T[es-
day in March, of each year and AIF supporred this effort. But as amended, the bill
would cap campaign contributions to the party at $5,000 in the last thirty days of an
election. AIF opposed any cap on campaign contributions to Florida's political par-
ties.

I Record 5a: On March 17,1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee
passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A ,,yea"

vore is a vote against the AIF position.

On April 27,1999, the Senate substituted HB 819 for SB 1782.

SB 1782 was laid on the table: refer to tIB 819.
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iiii Bronson (R) F F F

Brown-Waite (R) A F F A

ii;ii#$ Burt (R) A F F A

2
l l

Campbell (D) A F F A

,llliit j lt llt,.:rt.,.,.,.,.,.,
iii.::i.:.:::.:.:.i.i:i::S. ;ii;i. n.ij... Carlton (R) A A F F F F F F A A
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Casas (R) A F F A

, t Childers (R) A F F A

l'. ll Clary (R) A F F A

2 E i;',' Cowin (R) A F F A

,,. , Dawson-White (D) A F F A

3 I 7S Diaz-Balart (R) F F F A

.x t::::::::: j :::: Dyer (D) A F F A

,...I Forman (D) A F F A

t 1 Geller (D) A F F A

F - Vote for position of AIF , lt - Vote against position of AIF
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...l:I 3S Lee (R) A F A

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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gB t OO4 Motor
Vehicle Emission

S E N A T E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

Enrymonrnmur,

ffris 
bill contains provisions to extend the current air emissions inspection pro-

I gram until new contracts from competitive proposals can be entered into. The
bill also eliminates the inspection program for newer cars and reduces inspections
to every other year for cars more than three years old. The inspection fee is capped
at $19 biannually instead of $10 annually.

AIF supports maintaining auto air emissions testing to protect air quality
attainment so that Florida business and industries are not unduly impacted by any
new EPA requirements.

Record I a: On February 3, 1999, the Senate Transportation Committee passed
PCB TR 99-02 favorably by a vote of6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote
for the AIF position.

On February I, 1999 PCB, TR 99-02 became SB 1004.

Record I b: On March 4, 1999, the Senate Transportation Committee passed
the bill favorably by a vote of7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

SB 1004 died in the Senate Fiscal Policy Committee.

Inspections by rhe
Senqte

Tronsportofion
Commitlee

t

t



cslcslsB 1270
Troffic Conrrcl/
DHSMV by rhe

$enste Fisrol Folicy
Committee, fhe
Tronsportqtion

Committee
ond $enslor

Roberto Cqsss
(R-Hioleoh)

S E N A T E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

S/CS/SB 1270 contains provisions to extend the current air emissions inspec-
tion program until new contracts from competitive proposals can be entered

into. The bill also eliminates the inspection program for newer cars and reduces
inspections to every other year for cars more than three years old. The inspection
fee is capped at $19 biannually instead of $10 annually.

AIF supports maintaining auto air emissions testing to protect air quality
attainment so that Florida business and industries are not unduly impacted by any
new EPA requirements.

The bill also contains numerous changes to provisions of the law relating to
programs administered by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
(DHSMV). Substantive issues include traffic control, highway safety, motor
vehicles, drivers licenses and vessels.

Record 2a: On March I I, 1999, the Senate Transpoftation Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2b: On April 14, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Policy Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee $ubstitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2c: On April 23, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 38 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of l13
yeas to 4 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2d: On April 30, 1999, the Senare concurred in the House amend-
ments and passed the bill by a vote of 30 yeas to 7 nays. A .,yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 1270 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Gover-
nor action.

t

t

I

I
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t t . ,,,,$CIri:l:::::.:ii.:. Dawson-White (D) F A

L: 0,, ,r Diaz-Balart (R) F F

7 {l' Dyer (D) F F

E 0 Forman (D) F F
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Geller (D) F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A, Vote against position of AIF
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S E N A T E  .  H E A T T H  C A R E

TIEAmI CARE

s originally drafted, this bill would have mandated that before a health main-

csl58 232 HMO tenance organization (HMO) can cancel or terminate a contract with any

Conlrscts by the
health care provider, the HMO must provide a hearing to the provider. This so-
called "due process" bill would have made it virtually impossible for an insurance
company to end a contract with a health care provider. As originally drafted, AIF
would have opposed the bill. However, after the adoption of the committee substi-
tute by the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee and the adoption of the amend-
ment offered by Senator Latvala in the Senate Health, Aging & Long-Term Care
Committee, AIF supported the bill.

Senota Bonking

Record 1a: On March 16, 1999, the Senate Banking and Insurance Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l2 yeas to
0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lb: On March 30, 1999, the Senate Health, Aging & Long-Term Care
Committee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 7 yeas to 0
nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record Ic; On April 23, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of I 18 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 232 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.

ond Insursnce
Commitfee

ond Senstor
Jock lofvolo

(R-Polm Harbor)
I

T

I
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CglgB 272 Heolrh
Insuronce/Autism

Spectrum by rhe
Senole Bonking

ond Insurqnce
Committee ond

Senstor Jim Scott
(R-Fr. Louderdole|

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

his bill would require that a health insurer or health mainrenance organization
include a wide range in coverage for autism spectrum disorders as part of the

coverage for major medical expenses. It requires that such coverage include certain
types of evaluations and interventions. It provides that the insurer or health mainte-
nance organization may confirm a diagnosis or review the appropriateness of treat-
ment but does not include language that would allow for proper utilization review.
lt is estimated that this bill would cost approximately $71 million to the private
sector. AIF opposes this bill as it is an additional health insurance mandate and
would raise costs to employers providing health insurance coverage to employees.

Record 2a: On February 16, 1999, the Senate Banking and Insurance Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas
to 0 nays. A 3'yeatt vote is a vote against the AIF position.

Record 2b: On April 19, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Policy Committee passed the
bill favorably as amended by a vote ofI yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote
against the AIF position.

Record 2c: On April 27,1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote
of 38 yeas to I nay. A ,,yea" vote is a vote against the AIF position.

CS/SB 277 died in messages to the House,

I

T

I

CS/SB I 160 Equity
in Controcepfiye
Coveroge by the
Senote Bonking

ond Insurdnce
Commiftee qnd

tive
and
wi l l
th is

his bill would have created the Equity in Prescription Insurance and conrra-
ceptive coverage Act of 1999. It differed slightly from HB 83, by Representa-
Bloom. This bill is a straight mandate requiring that health insurance policies
HMo's provide coverage for contraceptives. This is an insurance mandate that
raise costs to employers providing coverage to their employees. AIF opposes
b i l t .

Senolor Potsy Kurfh
(D-Polm Boy)

I Record 3a: on April I2, 1999, the senate Banking and Insurance committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of ? yeas to 4
nays. A "yea" vote is a vote against the AIF position.

I Record 3b: on April 21, 1999, the senare Fiscal Policy committee passed the
bill favorably by a vote of6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat'vote is a vote against the
AIF position.

CS/SB 1160 died on the Senate Calendar.
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cslsB | 554
Obstetricol &

Gynecologicol
Services by the

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

his is a health insurance mandate that allows for direct access to the services
of an OB/GYN by subscribers to an HMO. AIF has always opposed direct

access, as it destroys the concept of utilization review inherent in an HMO thereby
causing price increases to employers. As originally drafted, AIF opposed this bill
but would have supported an amendment that allowed only one direct access visit
with appropriate follow-up care. However, the committee adopted an amendment
allowing for two direct access visits with appropriate follow-up care. There is no
scientific evidence to back up the need for these extra visits; thus, AIF opposed this
bilt.

Simular language to the language in CS/SB 1554 was added as an amend-
ment to HB 2l3l in the Senate onApril 29, 1999. AIF supported this language
because it would allow for only one direct access visit per year. HB 2231 passed
both the House and Senate and is awaiting the Governor's signature,

I Record 4a: On April 12, 1999, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 2
nays. A d'yeatt vote is a vote rgainst the AIF position.

CS/SB 1554 died on the Senate Calendar; refer to IIB 2231.

Senste Bonking
ond Insursnco

Committee ond
Senqtor Mondy
Dowson-White

(D-Ff. louderdole]
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cslqslsB 230 rEs
Dep|,.1

Reorgonizstion
by rhe Senofe
Commerce &

Economic
Opportunities

Committee, the
Government
Oversight &
Producrivity
Committee

ond Sensfor
Doniel Webster

(R-Ocoee)

S E N A T E  .  I A B O R  R E t A T I O N S

Lnson RnmrroNs

fiir 
bill reorganizes the Department of Labor & Employment Security to allow

I the department to operate in a decentralized manner. The bill creates within
the department the positions of assistant secrctary for finance and administration,
assistant secretary for programs, and assistant secretary for field operations. These
three assistant secretaries would be appointed by and serve at the will of the labor
secretary.

The bill also establishes job qualifications for each of the assistant secretar-
ies. For example, the assistant secretary for finance and administration must have a
complete understanding of modern financial management practices. That individual
would have oversight of the offices of the comptroller, managemenr and budget,
administration, civil rights, and information systems.

The bill creates five field offices under the direction of the assistant secretarv
for field operations.

The bill eliminates the seven existing divisions within the central office and
reestablishes the following six under the supervision of the assistant secretary for
programs:

. division of workforce and employment opportunities

. division of unemployment compensation

. division of vocational rehabilitation

. division of workers' compensation

. division of blind services

. division of saf'ety (repealed July l, 2000)

AIF panicularly supports the abolition of the division of safety. In the five
years since it was elevated to division srarus, the division of safety has quadrupled
in size, yet it has been ineffecrive, coming under criticism by rhe olfice of Policy
Performance and Government Accountability. Furthermore, many of its services
are duplicated by fbderal agencies, making ir redundant;

I Record la: On March 4, 1999, the Senate Government Oversight & Produc-
tivity Committee passed the biil favorably as a committee substitute by a vore
of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lb: On April I2, 1999, the Senare Commerce & Economic Opponu-
nities Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote
of 7 yeas to I nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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cslcslsB 230
Gontinued

S E N A T E  r  I A B O R  R E L A T I O N S

Record lc; OnApril26, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote
of 32 yeas to 6 nays. A '?ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of 84 yeas
to 34 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record ld: On April 30, 1999, the Senate concurred with the House amend-
ments and passed the bill by a vote of 28 yeas to l0 nays. A ..yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 230 passed both the House and Senate and is pending
Governor action.
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Porticipotion in
Government Acr by

fhe Senore Judicior-y
Committee

ond Senotor
John Gront
(R-Tompo)

S E N A T E  T  L E G A T  A N D  J U D I C I A L

Incn, AND Jrnrunr,

he term "SLAPP" is an acronym for Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Partici
pation. SLAPP suits arise in the following ways;

A citizen or citizen's group initially brings suit under a statute that authorizes
suits or administrative proceedings in opposition to a government action, for ex-
ample a permitting action. These proceedings may be used solely for the purpose of
delay in order to increase the costs ofprojects so that it becomes unfeasible for the
development or permitting activity to continue. By abusing the process, citizen's
groups or individual citizens may injure business or development. In response to
dilatory and unmeritorious lawsuits in government processes, businesses and de-
velopers bring suit for civil rights violations, defamation, malicious prosecution,
abuse of Process, tortuous interference with business relationships, tortuous inter-
f'erence with a contract, civil conspiracy or other intentional torts.

The bill as initially proposed would provide immunity from civil liability for
any act in furtherance of the constitutional right to petition a government for re-
dress of grievances. The bill provided procedures to handle lawsuits dealing with
the right to petition government. The bill as filed would impact negatively the right
of each and every business entity in Florida to redress grievances and civil actions
against citizens who have appeared or filed unmeritorious proceedings in opposi-
tion to permitting activities.

The bill was amended in the Senare Judiciary Comminee to apply only ro
actions brought by government against citizens. This was in response to a particu-
larly egregious lawsuit by a Florida county against citizens who were objecting to
governmental action. The bill as amended would currently impact only lawsuits
brought by governmental entities against citizens.

AIF does not oppose the bill as amended as long as it applies only to govern-
mental entities.

Record I a: On January 20, 1999, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed the
bill favclrably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lb; On March 4,1999, the Senate Governmental Oversight & pro-

ductivity Committee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lc: On March 30, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a

CglSB 64 Cirizen

T

I

T
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CSISB 64 Gontinued

S E N A T E  .  L E G A T  A N D  J U D I C I A L

vote of 38 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 64 died in the House General Government Committee.

his bill creates the Commerce Protection Act which defines exclusive rem-
edies available against businesses, persons, and govemmental agencies for dam-

ages caused by the failure of their information technology resources to function
properly due to the year 2000 computer bug. This bill contains a number of provi-
sions carefully crafted by AIF, its member task force, and the business community.
AIF supports this bill.

Record 2a: On February 16, 1999, the Senate Commerce & Economic Op-
portunities Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by
a vote of 6 yeas and 0 nays. A "yefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2b; On March 17, 1999, the Senate Govemmental Oversight & pro-
ductivity committee passed the bill favorably as a commitree substitute by a
vote of 4 yeas and 0 nays. A ,,yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2c: On April 14, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Policy Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

Record 2d: On April 29, lggg, the Senare passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A .dyea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l6 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/CS/SB 80 passed both the House and Senate and is pending
Governor action.

t

t

cslcslcs/sB 80
Informstion
Technology

Resources by fhe
$enote Fiscol Policy I

Commitlee, the
Government
Oversight & I
Producrivity

Committee, fhe
Commerce &

Economir
Opportunities

Committee, ond
Senqtor John Grsnt

(R-Tompo)
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cslHB lO7
Administrotive

Procedure Acr by
the House

Government Rules
ond Regulstions

Commiffee,

S E N A T E  T  L E G A T  A N D  J U D I C I A L

S/HB 107 clarifies the legislative intent of the 1996 Administrative Procedure
Act Reforms, which have been inteqpreted by judicial decisions since enact-

ment of these reforms.

The original legislative intent of the APA reforms was to level the playing
field between agencies and those that are regulated by agencies to ensure that citi-
zens had a forum in which to redress grievances against agency action in a mean-
ingfu I and deliberative proceeding.

The bill as passed by the Legislature modifies the rulemaking standard adopted
in the 1996 revision of APA. The bill provides that an agency may adopt only rules
that implement or interpret the specific powers and duties granted by the enabling
act. Further, an agency does not have authority to adopr a rule' only because it is
within the agency's cause of powers and duties. Statutory language granting
rulemaking authority is to be construed to extend no further than implementing or
inteqpreting the specific powers and duties conferred by the same statute.

The bill also provides that an agency may not adopt retroactive rules, includ-
ing those intended to clarify existing law, unless expressly authorized by statute.
The bill provides that in a challenge to a proposed rule, the petitioner has the burden
of going forward, but the agency has the burden to prove by a preponderance of the
evidence that the proposed rule is not an invalid exercise of delegated legislative
authority. The bill also limits the ability of an agency to modify conclusions of law
in a recommended order by providing only those clearly erroneous conclusions of
law over which the agency has substantive jurisdiction to be modify.

This bill strengthens the role of administrative judges and gives citizens a real
forum in which to contest agency decisions.

On January 7, 1999, the House Water Resources Management Committee
passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas ro 3 nays. A .,yea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On January 2l, 1999, the House Governmental Operations Committee passed
the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A ..yea" vote is a
vote for rhe AIF position.

On February l, 1999, the House Governmenral Rules and Regulations Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas
to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 10, 1999, the House passed rhe bill by a vote of 109 yeas to I nays.
A 'ryea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April ?3, 1999, the Senate substituted CS/HB 107 for CS/CS/SB 206.
CS/CS/SB 206 was laid on the table.

: Record 3a: On April 26, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to I nays. A ',yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

R.epresentotive Ken
Pruitt (R-Port 51.

Lucie) ond
Representotive Rob
Wolloce (R-Tompo)
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S E N A T E  T  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A T

On April 27, 1999, the House concurred with the Senate amendments and
passed the bill by a vote of I 13 yeas to 5 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

CSIHB IOZ Continued

trslcslsB 206
Administrotive

Procedure Act by
the Senote Fiscol

Policy Commifiee,
the Governmenf

Oversighr &
Prcducrivify

Committee snd
Senslor John

lqurent (R-Barfow]

S/CS/SB 206 clarifies the legislative intent of the
dure Act Reforms, which have been interpreted

I 996 Administrative Proce-
by judicial decisions since

enactment of these reforms.

The original legislative intent of the APA reforms was to level the playing
field between agencies and those that are regulated by agencies to ensure that citi-
zens had a forum in which to redress grievances against agency action in a mean-
ingful and deliberative proceeding.

The bill as passed by the Legislature modifies the rulemaking standard adopted
in the 1996 revision of APA. The bill provides that an agency may adopt only rules
that implement or interpret the specific powers and duties granted by the enabling
act. Further, an agency does not have authority to adopt a rule only because it is
within the agency's cause of powers and duties. Starutory language granting
rulemaking authority is to be construed to extend no further than implementing or
interpreting the specific powers and duties conferred by the same statute.

The bill also provides that an agency may not adopt retroactive rules, includ-
ing those intended to clarify existing law, unless expressly authorized by statute.
The bill provides that in a challenge to a proposed nrle, the petitioner has the burden
of going forward, but the agency has the burden to prove by a preponderance of the
evidence that the proposed rule is not an invalid exercise of delegated legislative
authority. The bill also limits the ability of an agency to modify conclusions of law
in a recommended order by providing only those clearly effoneous conclusions of
law over which the agency has substantive jurisdiction may to modify.

This bill strengthens the role of administrative judges and gives citizens a real
forum in which to contest agency decisions.

I Record 4a: On March I l, 1999, the Senate Governmental Oversight and pro-

ductivity Committee passed the bill favorably as committee substitute by a
vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 4b: On April 21, 1999, the Senare Fiscal Policy Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 206 was laid on the tabte; refer to CS/HB 107.
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HB 59I
Tronsportotion

Deportmenr by rhe
House Commitlee
on Trqnsportotion

& Economic
Developmenf ond

Representotive
Kelley Smirh
(D-Polotko)

S E N A T E  T  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

B 591 contained the eminent domain provisions which were supported by
AIF. Eminent domain allows the state or condemning authority to take pri-

vate property for public use. The bill would institute a negotiation process before
eminent domain proceedings begin. The condemning authority must, before litiga-
tion, give notice of the proceeding and give a written offer of compensation.

If there is a business on the property, the business owner must seek business
damages by a written offer (otherwise the court may not recognize that any busi-
ness damages are due to the owner). This offer must include copies of business
records for four years preceeding notification to validate the damage claims. The
condemning authorities shall pay all attorney's fees and costs, as long as they are
reasonable, for the business owner during this negotiation process. The bill allows
for a six-month period (from January 1, 2000, to July l, 2000) for the condemning
authority to phase in these negotiation procedures.

The legislation also requires that the Deparrmenr of Transportation be con-
sulted when an owner of a lawful sign located adjacent to a new right,of-way wants
to relocate or reconstruct the sign.

Effective July 1, 2000, before an eminent domain proceeding is brought, the fbl-
lowing conditions must be met:

. the condemning authority must attempt to negotiate in good faith with an
owner of the parcel to be acquired,

. must provide the owner with a written offer, and

r a copy of the appraisal upon which the offer is based, if requested

. provides for attorney's fees

. provides for business damages, in ajury trial, for a business established for
more than four years (present statute provides for businesses established for
more than 5 years)

On March 8, 1999, the House Community Affairs Committee passed the bill
favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
posit ion.

On April 26, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vore of I l7
yeas to 0 nays, A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 5a: On April 29, 1999, the Senare passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1999, the House concurred with the Senate amendments and
passed the bill by a vote of I l6 yeas to 0 nays. A,.yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

HB 591 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.



cslcslsB 940

S E N A T E  '  L E G A I "  A N D  J U D l C l A l .

his bill contained the eminent domain provisions which were supported by
AIF. Eminent domain allows the state or condemning authority to take private

propefty for public use. The bill would institute a negotiation process before emi-
nent domain proceedings begin. The condemning authority must, before litigation,
give notice of the proceeding and give a written offer of compensation.

If there is a business on the property, the business owner must seek business
damages by a written offer (otherwise the courl may not recognize that any busi-
ness damages are due to the owner). This offer must include copies of business
records for four years preceeding notification to validate the damage claims. The
condemning authorities shall pay all attorney's fees and cosrs, as long as they are
reasonable, for the business owner during this negotiation process. The bill allows
for a six-month period (from January l, 2000, to July l, 2000) for the condemning
authority to phase in these negotiation procedures.

The legislation also requires that the Department of Transportation be con-
sulted when an owner of a lawful sign located adjacent to a new right-of-way wants
to relocate or reconstruct the sign.

Effective July l, 2000, before an eminent domain proceeding is brought the
following conditions must be met:

. the condemning authoriry musr attempt to negotiate in good faith with an
owner of the parcel to be acquired,

. must provide the owner with a written offer, and

. a copy ofthe appraisal upon which the offer is based, ifrequested

. provides for attomey's fees

' provides for business damages, in a jury trial, for a business established fbr
more than four years (present statute provides for businesses established for
more than 5 years)

I Record 6a: On February 2, 1999, the Senate Comprehensive planning and
Military Affairs committee passed the pcB coM gg-05 favorably as amended
by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A .,yea" vote'is a vote for the AIF position.

On February 4, 1999, PCB COM 99-05 became SB 940.

Record 6b; On March 3, 1999, the Senate Comprehensive planning and Mili-
tary Affairs committee passed the bill favorably as a commitree subsritute by
a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A .,yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

Record 6c; On March 31, 1999, the Senate Fiscal policy Committee passed
the billfavorably as a commirtee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Eminent Domoin by
the Sensfe Fiscsl
Poficy Commiffee

ond the
Comprehensive

Plonning ond
Militory Affqirs

Commilfee

I

I
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cs/cslsB 940
Gontinucd

S E N A T E  .  L E G A T  A N D  J U D I C I A L

I Record 6d: On April E, 1999, the Senare passed the bill by a vote of 38 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 19, 1999, the House Transportation Committee passed the bill
favorably as amended by a vote of 9 yeas to I nay. A (!ea" vote is a vote f,or
the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 940 died in the House Real Property & Probate Committee.
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S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

C5l58 t O2 Alcoholic
Beveroge Surchorge
by the Senqfe Fiscol
R.esource Committee

trnd Senotor
Jock lotvolq

(R-Palm Horbor)

CSISB | 72 Toxotion
by the Senole Fiscol
R.esource Committee

snd Senotor
Jomes Horne

(R-Oronge Pork)

Trxruon

he bill provides for the surtax on alcoholic beverages consumed on the pre-
mises to be reduced by one-third. The Alcoholic Beverage Surcharge is a tax

that was passed by the 1990 Legislature which singled out every restaurant, grill,
bar, and any other establishment that was licensed to serve alcohol by the drink, to
collect this very unjust tax. AIF supported the reduction of this unfair business tax.

I Record 1a: OnApril 14, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 102 died in the Senate Regulated Industries Committee; refer to
cs/sB 172.

his bill includes language to reduce the amount of estimated tax payments
from 66 percent to 60 percent of the cuffent month's sales tax liability, and

raises the threshold for making estimated payments from $100,000 in sales tax
payments in the previous year to $200,000 in sales tax payments. This, will exclude
6,000 of the 12,000 businesses in Florida fiom having to remit the payments.

While this accounting maneuver solved the fiscal problem for the State, it
created problems in the business community where many businesses had to borrow
funds to be used to advance to the State because ofcredit sales and irregular monthly
sales cycles. This provision was scheduled to be phased out over several years but
was re-instituted in 1990, when once again there was a shortage of revenues and the
State needed more money. Now, with plenty of recurring revenue, the businesses of
Florida are thankful that the State reduced the amount of borrowing funds from
every sales tax dealer on a recurring basis by modifying the estimated sales tax
payment requirement.

The bill also provides for the surtax on alcoholic beverages consumed on the
premises to be reduced by one-third. The Alcoholic Beverage Surcharge is a tax
that was passed by the l990 Lrgislature which singled outevery restaurant, grill,
bar, and any other establishment that was licensed to serve alcohol by the drink, to
collect this very unjust tax.

I 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R , E C O R D S r0 . r



CSISB t72 Conrinued

S E N A T E  T  T A X A T I O N

This bill also includes the following provisions:

' Reduction of the statute of limitations for actions to collect taxes from 5 to
3 years for taxes due on or after July l, 1999.

. Thirty day extension for filing of tangible personal propeny tax retums
required to be granted by the property appraiser and an additional extension
of 15 days may also be granted.

. Various provisions are implemented to prevent misuse of resale certificates,
including annual verification of resale certificates.

. Interest on refunds and delinquent taxes shall be at the market rate.

. A moratorium is imposed on the new or increased school impact fees, and
the Florida School Construction Finance Commission is created to study the
use of school impact fees and altenrative methods of funding school con-
struction.

Record 2a: On March 10, I 999, the Senate Fiscal Resources Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2b: On March 30, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 37 yeas to 1 nay. A.'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of l l8
yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the Senate refused to concur with the House amend-
ments and a Conference Committee was appointed.

Record 2c: On April 21, 1999, the Senate concurred with the House amend-
ments and passed the bill by a vote of 37 yeas to I nay. A ..yeatt vote is a vote
for the AIF position.

On April 27, 1999, the House passed the Conference Committee Report by a
vote of I l9 yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 172 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.

I

I

I
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S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

cslsB 3t I
he 1999 Legislature passed this bill that was the product of the Tax Reduction
Conference Committee Report and includes the repeal of the second third of

Inrongible Personsl accounts receivable, which was a carry over promise from last year's lrgislature.

Property Toxes by The bill also includes provisions to reduce the tax rate for intangible personal
property tax from 2 mills to 1.5 mills. AIso, the bill allows limited liability compa-
nies to file consolidated intangibles tax returns as members of an affiliated group.

The intangibles tax is one of the biggest deterrents in Florida to artracting
new business to the state. Intangible personal property to which the tax applies
includes, among other things, stocks, bonds, notes, other obligations to pay money,
and accounts receivable. AIF and the business community were very suppoftive of
the second tier towards the final repeal of the intangibles tax.

Record 3a: On March 10, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resources Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A
'{yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3b: On March 30, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 32 yeas to 4 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of 119
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the Senate refused to concur with the House amendments
and a Conference Committee was appointed.

Record 3c: On April 21, 1999, the Senate concurred with the House amend-
ments and passed the bill by a vote of'36 yeas to I nay. A "yefl" vote is a vote
for the AIF position.

On April 2'1,1999, the House passed the Conference Repoft by a vote of I l7
yeas to 0 nays. A "yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 318 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.

the Senste Fistol
Resource

Committee dnd
Senolor Tom lee

(R-Brondon)

I

I
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CSIHB 397 Soles
Tsx Exemprions by
the House Business

Development &
lnternstionol Trode

Gommittee qnd
Representntive

Tom Feeney
(R-Oviedo)

S E N A T E  T  T A X A T I O N

IF supported legislation that will exempt from sales tax, repair parts and labor
for machinery and equipment used to manufacture items of tangible per-

sonal property for sale.

In an effort to make Florida a more attractive place to manufacture items of
tangible personal property for sale, this bill provides a sales tax exemption for labor
charges for, and parts and materials used in, the repair of machinery and equipment
used to produce tangible personal property at a fixed location by specified indus-
tries. The exemption is to be phased in over a four-year period and shall be applied
as follows:

. Beginning July l, 1999, 25 percent of such charges for repair parts and labor
shall be exempt and an additional ?5 percent each year until it is completely
phased out by July 1,2002.

Often, the machine or equipment was originally purchased tax exempr under
the "New and Expanding Business" sales tax exemption, which encourages manu-
facturers to expand current manufacturing operations or locate new manufacturing
operations in the state. Since the original equipment is purchased tax exempt, it
seems logical to exempt from sales tax the repair parts, equipment, and labor charges
used to keep the equipment running. It was imperative for Florida to remove this
imbedded tax from the cost of goods manufactured here.

On March 3, 1999, the House Business Development & International Trade
Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7
yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 16, 1999, the House Finance and Taxation Committee passed the
bill favorably by a vote of l5 yeas to 0 nays. A (dyea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On April 22,1999, the House passed the bill by a vore of I l3 yeas ro Z nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 2'1, 1999, the Senare substirured CS/HB 397 for CS/SB 992. CS/SB
992 was laid on the table.

t Record 4a: On April 28, 1999, the Senate passed the bill by a vore of 40 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 397 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.

9 9



C5l58 77O Sales

S E N A T E  T  T A X A T I O N

his bill reduces the sales tax rate for commercial, non-residential use of telecom-
munications services from 7 to 6.5 percent. The bill also provides that sales tax

on prepaid calling cards will be assessed at the point of sale ofthe card instead of at
the point of usage.

Further the bill extends the sales tax exemption for rental fees for utility pole
attachments to certain cellular and personal communications systems tower attach-
ments.

AIF supported this legislation although it was not passed by the Legislature
this session.

I Record 5a: On April 14, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A
r'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 770 died in the Senate Regulated Industries Committee.

Ata supported legislation that will exempt from sales tax, repair parrs and Iabor
Fl for machinery and equipment used ro manufacture items of tangible per-
sonal property for sale,

In an effort to make Florida a more attractive place to manufacture items of
tangible personal property for sale, this bill provides a sales tax exemption for labor
charges for, and parts and materials used in, the repair of machinery and equipmenr
used to produce tangible personal property at a fixed location by specified indus-
tries. The exemption is to be phased in over a four-year period and shall be applied
as follows;

. Beginning July l, 1999, 25 percent of such charges for repair parts and labor
shall be exempt and an additional 25 percent each year until ir is completely
phased out by July l, 2002.

Often, the machine or equipment was originally purchased tax exempt under
the "New and Expanding Business" sales tax exemption, which encourages manu-
fhcturers to expand current manufacturing operations or locate new manufacturing
operations in the state. Since the original equipment is purchased tax exempt, it
seems logical to exempt from sales tax the repair parts, equipment, and labor charges
used to keep the equipment running. It was imperative for Florida to remove this
imbedded tax from the cosr of goods manufactured here.

Tox Exemptions ond
Rstes by rhe Senqte

Fiscaf Resource
Committee

and Senslor
Jomes Horne

(R-Oronge Park)

C$ISB 992 Soles
Tox Exemptions by

the Senote Fiscql
R.esource Commiffee

ond Senslor
Jomes Horne

(R-Oronge Pork)
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CS/SB 992 Continued

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

Record 6a: On April 14, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 27, 1999, the Senate substituted HB 397 for CS/SB 992.

CS/SB 992 was laid on the table; refer to HB 397.
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cgl58 ro8

S E N A T E  .  U N E M P I O Y M E N T  C O M P E N S A T I O N

Um,pmymvr Compnnsmou

fnis bill provides an unemployment tax reduction of 0.5 percent for unemploy-
I ment compensation tax rates for the year 2000 with certain exceptions. The

bill also provides a 5 percent increase for weekly benefits for the first eight weeks
of a claim during benefit years beginning January l, 2000, through December 31,
2000, with a maximum weekly benefit of $288.

The bill further clarifies disqualification benefits for voluntary quitting full-
time, part-time, or temporary work, and reauthorizes the Florida Training Invest-
ment Program until June 30,2002.

Record la: On March 3, 1999; the Senate Commerce & Economic Opportu-
nities Committee passed the bill favorably as a commirtee substitute by a vote
of I yeas to 0 nays. A ((yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lb: On March 9, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed
the bill favorably by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A 'dyea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the Senate substituted HB l95l for CS/SB 108. ,,

CS/SB lOE was laid on the table; refer to Ifi 1951.

Unemployment
Compensofion
by rhe Senste
Gommerce &

Economic
Opporrunities I

Committee
snd Senstor
John McKoy

(R-Brodenton)
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HB t95 l
Unemploymenl

Compensotion by
the House Finonce

snd Toxstion
Committee qnd
Representotive

George Albrighr
(R-Ocola)

S E N A T E  r  U N E M P T O Y M E N T  C O M p E N S A T T O N

Tn* bill provides an unemployment tax reduction of 0.5 percent for unemploy-
I ment compensation tax rates for the year 2000 with ceftain exceptions. The

bill also provides a 5 percent increase for weekly benefits for the first eight weeks
of a claim during benefit years beginning January l, 2000 through December 31,
2000 with a maximum weekly benefit of $288.

The bill further clarifies disqualification benefits for voluntary quitting full
time, pan-time, or temporary work, and reauthorizes the Florida Training Invest-
ment Program until June 30, 2002.

On March 16, 1999, the House Finance and Taxation Committee passed PCB
FT 99-08 favorably by a vote of 15 yeas to I nays. A ddyea" vore is a vote for
the AIF position.

On March 19, 1999, PCB FT 99-08 became HB 1951.

On March 26,1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l7 yeas to I nay.
A "yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position

I Record 2a; On March 30, 1999, the Senate substituted HB lg5l for CS/SB
108 and passed the bill by a vote of37 yeas to 0 nays. A {dyea" vore is a vote
for the AIF position,

IIB 1951 was signed by the Governor and became Law on April 15, lggg:
refer to Ch. # 99-131. Laws of Florida.

I 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S I  r . 2



it::::::

::i::,:1,r:r::,ltl.].x:+ill
:::::::::::tl: jlllil:::_ij-=i

ffi al

{t
zr||
tn

6

91

U

{)
d

h

(u

I

o
qt

q)

U

q)

h

{)

I

v1

6)

U

q)

h

0)

I

(\I

::ii::::

,::i

rli:ir!:i:::i::l=

iiiiiiriifingiiiiiiiiiii
'ffi

Bronson (R) F

iiiiiiii;,:.l;;ll;i Brown-Waite (R) F

,:,:,.,.,:,i.,.,:i:,.

ii::::i::::::ioir:::l{ll}. Burt (R) F

il0fi Campbell (D) F

,"1,tf.-0t4 Carlton (R) F

t lillllliiil*uuiiiiiiiriiiiiiiiiiCasas (R) F

I Childers (R) F

,,,,,,,,i,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
0.:i:.i::::iji;:..i Clary (R) F

:.. .il u r00.:: Cowin (R) F

J 0 t0(} Dawson-White (D) F F

Diaz-Balart (R)

I Dyer (D) F

J.
: :,;.iii';::ii.:ir:rr:rr :i:':r. ;. :.,
.... ...,..ICISl,,,,',,I ',,:, Forman (D) F F

l ' . . ' :li::i:::: :: ::::
: u i  r : : :

': : :: -,1 ::: ::: ::
i : l ; :

....l..llf Uil;iilirl;i ii.i.i
iilii.itiiiiiiiiiilLi'l rlii..i. i

Geller (D) F

Srnm- Av:nneE oN Un-mprovmEilr GorpENsATrorr = | 0096

F - Vote for position af AIF . A - Vote aga.inst position of AIF
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5B | ?16 Workertr'
Gompensslion
Division by rhe

Senste Bonking
ond Insurdnce

Gommiliee

S E N A T E  r  \ A / O R K E R S '  C O M P E N S A T I O N

WonrHRS' CoTUPENSATToN

he Division of Workers' Compensation, within the Department of Labor and
Employment Security, has initiated efforts in the last few years to evaluate the

feasibility of privatizing or outsourcing and streamlining certain functions. As a
result, this proposal requires that certain responsibilities be contracted to the private
sector and those positions within the division be eliminated, so that the division
may operate in the most cost-effective and efficient manner.

The proposal authorizes the division to contract with independent examiners
for the auditing of carriers and eliminates the sixteen positions within the division
that were responsible for this function. It allows the division to audit a carrier on an
as*needed basis, instead ofthe mandatory once every three years. It authorizes the
division to contract with a third-party administrator for the payment of permanent
total supplemental benefits to workers injured prior to July I , 1984, and eliminates
the position$ within the division responsible for this function. The bill also autho-
rizes the division to contract with the Florida Self-Insurers Guaranty Association,
Inc. for the audit of individual self-insurers and eliminates the positions within the
division. It transfers all powers, duties and funds of the division related to the en-
forcement of employer compliance to the Department of Insurance and the same
relating to medical services and supplies to the Agency for Health Care Administra-
tion (AHCA). The proposal establishes an advisory council within the AHCA to
evaluate the cost/benefits of the current medical data reporting requirements and to
make recommendations to ensure that meaningful data is collected in a cost-effec-
tive manner. The bill also requires the Workers' Compensation Oversight Board to
evaluate the cost/benefits and reporting requirements and make recommendations
back to the Governor and the l,egislature by January I of each year. Finally, the bill
revises the annual report to require the reporting of such information in the most
cost-effective manner.

I Record la: On February 16, 1999, the Senate Banking and Insurance Com-
mittee passed PCB BI 99-01 favorably by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A "yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On February 1999. PCB BI 99-01 became SB 1246,

SB 1246 died in the Senate Banking and fnsurance Committee.
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cslsB | 806
Workers'

Gompensofion by
the Senote Fiscol
Policy Committee

snd $enslor
Pot Thomos

(D-Tollohossee)

S E N A T E  r  \ { O R K E R S '  C O M P E N S A T T O N

he bill as originally drafted was to expand the premium base, which serves as
the basis to fund the Workers' Compensation Administrative Trust Fund

(WCATF) and the Special Disability Trust Fund (SDTF). The bill defines the term
"net direct written premium" to mean all premiums arising from workers'compen-
sation policies issued by an insurer and includes ceded reinsurance premiums as
well as the full premium value of the policy before applying any deductible amounts.
The bill further changes the effective date of the assessment rates from July I to
January I ofeach year.

The bill as amended in the senare Fiscal Policy commiftee includes language
to delay the effective date until July 1,2000, for sections 1,2, and 3 ofthe bill and
requires the Division of workers' Compensation ro report to the Legislature by
January I, 2000, with an estimate of the amount of the reduction in the assessment
rate as needed to fund the expenses of the administration.

The committee substitute also creates a workers' compensation Rating Law
study Commission and provides for the study group to report its findings to the
President of the senate and the speaker of the House by December 15, 1999. The
commission would perform a study of Florida's Workers' Compensation rating law
altematives and make recommendations to the Legislature concerning the appro-
priate method for establishing rates and premiums for workers' compensation in
Florida.

I Record 2a: on March 29, 1999, the senate Banking and Insurance commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of I I yeas to 0 nays.
A "yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2b: on April 19, 1999, the senate Fiscal Policy committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A ..yea"

vote is a vore for the AIF position.

I Record 2c: On April 28, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vore
of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1806 died in messages to the House.
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HB 775 Civil Acfions
by rhe House

Judiciory
Committee qnd

Represenfotive
Johnnie Bryd
(R-Plonr CiD')

H O U S E  .  C I V I L  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

f999 Housn YoUNG Ifuvs

Cwn Jusucn Rnr'oRM

1f,fter years of hard work, the business community has finally prevailed in the
Flpassage of a tort reform package. AIF was instrumental in the enactment of
this legislation, the culmination of more than a decade's worth of work.

The tort reform package is comprehensive and addresses a number of issues
related to personal injury and product liability lawsuits. The bill includes the fol-
lowing provisions:

. l2-year statute of repose for products other than airplanes, trains, and ships,
which will have Z0-year statutes of repose. A statute of repose is very impor-
tant to product sellers and manufacturers because it completely bars filing a
claim for products liability after the product has been in use for more than
the specified amount of time.

. State-of-the-art defense and language clarifying subsequent remedial mea-
sures. This is very important to a product manufacturer or seller because it
allows the jury to consider whether the product manufacturer used the state-
of'-the-art processes and materials when it designed the product. The clean-
up of the subsequent remedial measures language is also very important.
Under current law, the jury may hear evidence of remedial measures taken
subsequent to an accident to repair the existence of a product defect. This
clean-up language makes evidence of subsequent remedial measures inad-
missible when the evidence is sought to prove the existence of a product
defect.

. Government rules defense, which allows a jury to consider whether a prod-
uct manufacturer or seller made its product pursuant to government rules.

. Immunity for liability for negligent hiring of employees if an employer
interviews an employee or does a background check. (Please check the de-
tails of the bill to determine how you can gain immunity.) In addition, the
bill gives immunity for giving job ref'erence informarion about former or
current employees. Prior to passage of this bill, employers only had immu-
nity for giving job references on former employees.
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HB 775 Gontinued

H O U S E  r  C I V I L  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

. Presumption against liability for damages occurring on the premises of a
convenience store if the convenience store follows its statutory requirements
for safety measures.

' Does not allow an intoxicated defendant to collect damages. The bill also
precludes liability by a landowner for an intoxicated trespasser.

. Modification to liability for discovered and undiscovered trespassers, which
will provide a defense to landowners when a trespasser is injured on their
propefty.

. A person or organization owning or controlling an interest in real property
shall not be held liable for negligence that results in the death of or injury or
damage to a person who is attempting to commit a felony on the property.

. New limits on punitive damages. Specifically, it creates a two-tier cap sys-
tem, together with an exception under which there would be no caps on puni-

tive damages. The first tier doubles the earlier cap of $250,000 on punitive

damages up to $500,000 on punitive damages. The second tier quadruples
the cap to $2 million (or four times compensatory damages), whichever is
higher, if the wrongful conduct is both knowing and substantially egregious.
The language also provides no caps if the defendant intended to harm the
claimant. It also repeals vicarious liability for punitive damages and allows
for a single award of punitive damages.

' New limits on joint and several liability and clarification of the Fabre deci-
sion. It limits joint and several liability in the following manner: Any defen-
dant in a case where the plaintiff is also at fault, found l0 percent or less at
fault shall have no joint and several liability. Any defendant in a case where
the plaintiff is also at fault, found more than l0 percent, but less than 25
percent, at fault shall havejoint and several liability up to $200,000 in eco-
nomic damages. Any defendant in a case where the plaintiff is also at fault,
found at least 25 percent, but no more than 50 percent, at fault shall have
joint and several liability for economic damages up to $500,000. Any defen-
dant in a case where the plaintiff is also at fault, found more than 50 percent
at fault shall have joint and several liability for economic damages in excess
of $l million. These caps are doubled when the plaintiff is found to be with-
out fault.

' Modification of vicarious liabilitv for auto owners and limits on their
liability.

The bill contains a number of other small modifications to the toft liability
system. AII in all it is the most sweeping product and personal injury Iiability re-
form bill ever passed in Florida. The last attempt at reform was in the mid- 1980's,
and that law reformed the medical malpractice system.
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HB 775 Continued

H O U S E  .  C I V I L  J U S T I C E  R E F O R M

The business community spent literally thousands of hours of work on this bill.

Record la: On February 3, 1999, the House Judiciary Committee passed PCB
JUD 99-01 favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

On February 15, 1999, PCB JUD 99-01 became HB 775.

Record lb: On March 10, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 86 yeas to 33 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 10, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 39
yeas to 0 nays. A "yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 8, 1999, the House refused to concur with the Senate amendments
and requested the Senate to recede.

On April 8, 1999, the Senate refused to concur with the House.

On April 13, 1999, the House and Senate appointed a conference committee.

Record lc: On April 30, 1999, the House passed the Conference Comrnittee
Report by a vote of 84 yeas to 33 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On April 30, 1999, the Senate passed the Conference Committee Report by a
vote of 25 yeas to l4 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

EtB775 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor action.

t
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F - Vots for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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ll:.:::l::l : : : I : : : : : : : : i:i]||||i|||s$iiiiiRitchie (D) A F

::::.......l.i0::::::..t2 ::::i:::j::::0:::::r::lRitter (D) A A

::.:i[:i: Roberts (D) F A

r.$::::::....ris Rojas (R) F F F

:T::::::::
::.......Si:::il Russell (R) F F

:ll:::::::::::: rs{t Ryan (D) F F

i,r'ilifr llrlirrir;i:ii Sanderson (R) F F

::::: '  j .:::::: ' : l :::::::: ;.:lllinlir:liri.:r.i:iiii:i
i : l l l : : : : : : :

u.:::..:. Sembler (R) F F

fl Smith, Christopher (D) F F

tl Smith, Kelley (D) F F

1l Sobel (D) A A

0 Sorensen (R) F F

, , i i r , r , : i iO t , : , : : : : : r j
irrr::::::::i:+.:: ::::::::: t.tli::{}:t.t, :::ili:ilCIS::jjj::i:iil Spran (D) F F

::|.:iI::: Stafford (D) A A

Hous: Avruer oil Gtvn lurmcr R:ronm fcornruu:nf

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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iiiiiiiiii iiiiiiiiiliiiiiii:::::i::f, i::::::i:ii Suarez (D) A A

0.,.,.,.,.,.,
:::::::::::tjillliiiiiiittitl::;::;i:

:i:i::::::::jijj:ifl,riiillilii;il Sublette (R) A A

:}.:::::.:. Thrasher (R) F F

I Trovillion (R) F F

2 iiiliiiiiiiii:::i:ili $ iiiii Tullis (R) F F

fr iiiiiiiiiiilji||iio Turnbull (D) F F

E,rr I rii....iriCIffi Valdes (R) F F

l.::::...:l: Villalobos (R) F F

:ii:iiiii:::::::::sir::iitliil Wallace (R) F F

.i:.:::itl:::::::::::: Warner (R) F F

:fi:::::::::::::ffi
ili.,ififfi1..1'.1'.

Wasserman-Schultz (D) A A

Waters (R) F F

::::::::::::::::{l:::::::
:ii:::::::::::.:+f :::::: l::d:lil:iil:iiiilliiirs0iiiiiiiiiiiWiles (D) F F

iri]rrrj-ililliliiiiiiiiijijiijjlts. . Wilson (D) F A

ii:l:ll:ui:liiiiiiiiiiiin$ffliii Wise (R) F F

ii:n.tF #..'.i.ii.i.i.l.::#uiiii rofiAl/AYERAGE

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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H O U S E  .  E D U C A T I O N

cslHB 751 Hish-
Gluolity Educotion

System by the
House Selecf

Committee on
Trsnsforming

Florida Srhools ond
Representotive Alex

Diqz de lo Porrillo
(R.Miomi)

HuuclrroN

SiFIB 751, the Bush/Brogan A+ Education Plan, was the Governor's number
one legislative priority. With this bill, Florida sets a new standard for compre-

hensive, child centered educational reform. The Bush./Brogan Education Program
includes accountability, rewarding success, correcting failure, providing opportu-
nity scholarships, and improving school safety and discipline.

The eight key components of the A+ Education Plan are:

'Additional Funding for K-12 School - $800 million to be used to help
students meet promotion standards, to award high performing and improving
schools, to help students read on grade level, to help teachers meet high stan-
dards, to reward teachers for National Board Certification, for school safety
programs, fbr textbooks and instructional materials, and to cover shortfalls in
construction funds.

. Higher Standards and Expanded Testing - fullsnf testing is being ex-
panded from grades four, five, eight, and ten to all grades three through ten,
with new tests to measure learning from year to year and to become an
educational accountability system.

. Grade Schools and Report Progress - The Bush"/Brogan plan proposes that
all schools receive a report card graded from A to F as to how well the school
performs each year.

. End Social Promotion - The policy of being promoted without demon-
strating achievement will be eliminated in Florida's public schools; and schools
will be given funds to support initiative programs to improve students read-
ing, writing, and mathematic skills.

. Reward Schools for Improvement - Schools that receive an A and im-
prove at least one grade based on student achievement, attendance, drop out
rate, discipline, and college readiness will be rewarded with up to $100.00
per student.

. Oppofiunity Scholarships - Schools performing at failing level will be
given two years to improve during which they will receive financial and tech-
nical assistance. If the school fails to improve beyond an F in those two years,
it will be subject to changes directed by the Board of Education. The A+ Plan
propo$es that parents will be offered an opportunity scholarhip to send their
children to a higher performing public or private school of their choice.
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CSIHB 751 Continued

H O U S E  .  E D U C A T I O N

. Higher Standards for Educators -_ The Bush/Brogan Plan increases stan-

dards for education professionals at every level. The State Board of Educa-

tion will be directed to reassess and reset passing scores on teacher examina-

tions to ensure that entering teachers have mastery of college level skills in

reading, writing, and mathematics.

. Improve School Safety - The Bush/Brogan PIan requires all schools to

develop school improvement plans that include specific measures for im-

proving school discipline and safety.

An educated populous is essential to the political and economic health of the

State of Florida, and the ability to do business in Florida depends on the quality of

education in Florida. Education is a fact of doing business in Florida'

AIF supports a neutral school choice program to provide Florida residents

with the opportunities to have their children educated at the school of their choice,

by allowing the State to defray the cost of educational expense incurred by parents,

regardless of the type of school children attend.

I Record la: On March 3, 1999, the House Select Committee on Transforming

Florida Schools passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute combin-

ing HB 753 and HB 755 into CS/HB 751 by a vote of 16 yeas to 8 nays' A

"yea" vr)te is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lb: On March 16, 1999, the House Education Committee passed the

bilt favorably as amended by a vote of 9 yeas to 5 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote

for the AIF position.

I Record lc: On March 25,1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a

vote of 7l yeas to 49 nays. A "yea" vote i$ a vote for the AIF position.

On April 16, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 26 yeas

to l4 nays. A ttyea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 21, 1999, the House refused to concur with the Senate amendments

and a conference committee was appointed.

On April ZZ, 1999, the Senate refused to recede and a conference committee

was appointed.

I Record ld: On April 28, 1999, the House passed the Conference Committee

Report by a vote of 70 yeas to 48 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On April 30, 1999, the Senate passed the Conference Committee Report by a

vote of 25 yeas to l5 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 751 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.
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i:::::li.j:t'2 Albrisht (R) F F
: .i ::::::::::::::.:.: :

:....:i:::::il:::::: Alexander (R) F F F F

0.:.:::ii:::::::: Andrews (R) F F F

:.:.:.:.:::...yd. Argenziano (R) F F

Arnall (R) F F

::::::::':::::::::::::: l.rti.ildiff,:,:,:,:l: Bainter (R) F F

a t0ff Ball (R) F F

A, ::::ilSff. Barreiro (R) F F

::::::::::::?.:::::::::::: :
i i : ::: l ,] i i i t ::::: i ::: ir i i i Bense (R) F F

ii.i.illl.'o..,.....l.:,u.. Betancourt (D) A A

:::.::::::::i0':.;:l:||||lI
:::iiii:ii:itilt i;iliil:ittil iiliiiliir.iiiiifl iiiii jtiijiii Bilirakis (R) A A

:::::]:::::
,,,,,:0. ::::::t00.i.:::l: Bitner (R) F F

l......$ Bloom (D) A A

Boyd (D) A A

.i::::::::::$..i :iiii#.ii Bradley (D) A A

:::,:::.d:,i;: ' :,:,
: : : . : ; . i : . : : : : ,,,rif ,dlfi ,;i;,;;;,'r; Bronson (D) F F

iij:i:i:ill$$iii:ii...i.irBrown (D) F A

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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iEiirii:.ir::l Brummer (R) F F

Bullard (D) A

iiiiiiiiiiiii;iiii$:iilBush (D) A A A

nodiiriii:i Byrd (R) F F

iiiii'iiii;i$iiiiiitu;l1:l111iiiCantens (R) F F F

;i::;:s:ii:iiiiiiii:iiiiii.g.....
:::::::::::::.:':
u:1i.i i : i :t i Casey (R) A A

i.:iiiriiili$:...iiln::i:i:iiiiii Chestnut (D) A A A

iij:jiit"{l Constantine (R) F F F

,iitltitl!,,,tlti i!,!ir;:;.
lltititititltltl:ltltl:it:lltitll

: :.:.:: :.::,1
:::::::::::::j&: :iiiiriiiiiiliiiiiiiiiriiCosgrove (D) A A

:::::l:,'lll$::;iiil.,,,;i,iii Crady (D) A A A
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
rjrjrirrrlririgi:i :iiir:: CI::....iiii::i.;ii.;io.tr1rirrr1r1r;Crist (R) F F

fi:lillil;.i.: CI::::::ri.i..ir:::
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: i :; l l

::::::i.flfi :.i:i:iiiliii Crow (R) F F

tCI *,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Dennis (D) A A A

I'iiiiiiiiiiij iii.iii:ffii.iiii:il Detert (R) A A

ii:i:::::il:ii:il|$,iii.,.',.iiii;ii Diaz de la Portilla (R) F F F F

lillii*gul Dockery (R) F F

i:i:=ttsl:iilii
irrririlrririiifi ii;;iiii Edwards (D) A A

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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:::.:::::..s..:::::iiii::iilij$iiiiiiiiiiliiliii.iiiiiiii:.:!i!:Si:rl Effman (D) A A

:tillt.tltii$irir;ritiii:i:il:i:iii:i:Ui+rriEggelletion (D) A A

::::::::::::::i:::::::::::::i:::|:
::::::::::::::ft :::::::::::::: jjijli$o$:iii:i Farkas (R) F F F

fr,:i:i:,::i Fasano (R) F F

iriiiiiiihi:i:i:i::::i: Feeney (R) F F F

tl
i l i : : r l

s.:,l U....iii Fiorentino (R) A A A

0.r.r.!ir: rl.l:l::lir Flanagan (R) F F

?.:: Frankel (D) A A

iri.i,iriri!
0..::;:::::::..: Fuller (R) F F

fl I
Futch (R) F F

?
:jiri

...tSff Garcia (R) F F

.rti.,i:. t00 Gay (R) F F

0 ili;,!;.i.,.,.,ff Goode (R) A A

r00: Goodlette (R) F F

::::::::0 Gottlieb (D) A A A

::0t::ri::i::: l : r : r i r r i:li:l::::::0:t:ill Green (R) A A

0........ Greene (D) A A

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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i::iii:::::::3.i:::::::::ii::ii:iii:::iiiiiinGreenstein (D) A A

r:.:i:j:iririri:

i:ii:,;iI iif,ii. i0,;1i Hafner (D) A A

:il:::::::il:iii;iiiiiliiiillii:it:.:i.:tSfi .:.:..t..:i Harrington (R) F F

iii,,irr.rir$,:....tfl.qiiiirlr Hart (R) F F

ll::::::i:ii::si::i:lii::i:i Healey (D) A A

:::::::r:::r:i:i i,iiiriririririr:

riii:$,iiiiiiiiii
rir:i::jjirr:rrrr:

lilir.il$fi
iiliiiiiiilil;ll;l:::::::::::::::::

Henriquez (D) A A A
:::::::::::::::::::::i::::::

::::::::::i:s:iiilili::
ri::iil+lli',iiiiiililliil
:::::::fr ::::::::iil:i; jii j iliiiiiiiiii;i:.lfl iiiii.:.:.: Heyman (D) A A

;i:iiiil:i:i0::i::i:::l:il

:::::::::::::::::::::::|'.:.:::.:.:.:.:.::::::::::::::::||| j:l j j]lli i:i

::::::...l:lil::i$liiliiiilHill (D) A A

iii:i:i::::ui.i,il,iii;lilliiijii.iii;iiiiii..nl Jacobs (D) A A

::::::::::::::'j::::::::::
:::':.:':':':'E:':':'::: j

i:ili ji ji jiiiiliiLii jiiii:

.r:..iIffff......: : : ::: ::::::: ::: : : : : : : : : Johnson (R) F F

:!:i:rnfsi Iones (R) F F F

..i...f,,::..:.:.
:::::::::::::::::::::::
irliirtPffl Kelly (R) F F

:iiioo,irriiiiiiiiKilmer (R) F F F

:::::::::::|'::::::::::::::
::::j..iiff iiiiiiiiiiii Kosmas (D) A A

.+' i::iiliiiiiuiiiiiiiriiiiiiiliiiliins0iliiiiiiiri Kyle (R) F F

:-jl::::::::::
: E : : : : : : .::::::.....0.:.ii:iil:liiiiiiiiiiiiiil$$iiiiiiilLacasa (R) F F F F

::::::::::::i':::
ji::ii:ijijiji:i

Lawson (D) A A

F - Vote for position of AIF . A ^ Vote against position of AIF

I 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S t  5.6



Houtr Avrucr or Epucrutox fcorrlxurof

:::::::::
::;i::::;

iijiiiiiiiiirii::::::::::::::::::::::
,!!il!rr:1::1::i:r:

::::iiiiitiililiriiirr:iiiiiiiiiiiil:
::::::::::: .: . : t : , i  i  ; i  : l  i  i  i  t i  t i  t i  t i
::::::::::: r: r: . : :: . : . i  : i  : i  i  i  i  t i  t i  t i

El

T
h

Fz
lrl
tn
lrl
Er
El
OE

q)

6
>1
n

(J

>r

b0

I

F()
0
>'
v)

(J

rr ' l

>l

bo

t l
6
>r

v)

o

(J

r T I

h

bo

I

(J

o
>l

th

(J

r Y l

>.

bo
Fl1

I

,:,,,:,:,:,,,:,,,,,,,:,:,:,:,,,
::::::::::l::ls::i:::::::lil

ir1:rlirrrrr::::l:

liiiii::ii::::i:S::i::ii::iiiLevine (D) A A

CI titttefield (R) F F
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iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiili;ri:;0 Logan (D) F F F

i|||||i||:ifl i:l:liiiliiii,llj::f l.:jloliii:ii;: Lynn (R) F F F F
:.:.::.;::::
ilii:li:: 0 flflii:iii:ili:: Maygarden (R) F F

:::ji::i:::iiii4::i:::::ii:0 ,iiiiloniij:;:::i.:Melvin (R) F F F F

0 i:iliinilil.iiiiiiiiiiiMerchant (R) F F

0 l:l::+o$iiiiiiiiiiiMiller, Jefferson (R) F F

i t r , i , i : : :
I,llti,l I

:::..:::::::: l i l : i l : i : i l l i l i i i l

i:.:.:.:.:.i.iili0.i.i.iiiii.i:Miller, Les (D) A

iiiii:ii::io.riil 2 :::::::::::::::::ff ::::::::: Minton (D) A A

, ;.t,,...0.;...,..:l:.' Morroni (R) A A

l.0 Murman (R) F F
:::::::::::::::::::::::.:.:.:.::''::
:::::::::::::j&::: 0.i....i...ii,:ilii Ogles (R) F F

0:iiii,iiiliiiiiii' Patterson (R) F F F

$iiiiiiiiiii';iili Peaden (R) F F

$ $..:il:1,......... Posey (R) F F F

2 Prieguez (R) F F

F - Vote for position of AI F , A - Vote against position of AI F
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tl ::iiiiilliliifi iiiiiiiiiiii Rayson (D) A A A

(} diiiii:iii:iiReddick (D) A A

.ll l3:i:l: 0 Ritchie (D) A A A

.(l 0 Ritter (D) A A

:s.:.:.:.:.::l:i:i:iiiilul lflo.i..ii.:i::: Robens (D) F F F

-t$uiilirirliiliRojas (R) F F

s ilp$iiiilii Russell (R) F F

s Ryan (D) A A A

iiiiliili'ili'ri:iiiiiij:,iriiiiti:0iiiiiiiiiiiiiii;iij
Wli;ffi

Sanderson (R) F F

lii$U1;';. Sembler (R) F F
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i . : i i i : : : : i t r : l i i : i j : i i i : : i i i  i l i i l ':,';iriiiii.ii.ril'';:i...'i.'Smith, Christopher (D) A A

:lit:i:Iflo Smith, Kelley (D) F F

iiiiiriiiiiiiiiiifli'i,iirii;i'Sobel (D) A A

3
: : . i : : : : : j l l : t j t : : l i : i : i

IflCI:::::::ii...: Sorensen (R) F F F

2 6'T..i.ir::: Spratt (D) A F F

.lI,.,:,.,.,.i.,.....i.i:::::U
: : : , ; t : : ; : : : : , :
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Stafford (D) A A

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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r,1,,:i:U.iitit;:;,;iifl
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:t:t::i:::::::::::::::::::::l

il00iiiiii.riiii Sublette (R) F F

:.i.i.l..:iii$i x00 Thrasher (R) F F

:+::::::::::::: t0s Trovillion (R) F F

iiiiii"tg0..'i.i..ii.i Tullis (R) F F

s Turnbull (D) A A A

ffiilffi ffi Valdes (R) F F
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Wasserman-Schultz (D) A A
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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cslcs/HB 559
Gompoign Finoncing

by rhe House
Governmentsl

Operotions
Committee, lhe
Elertion Reform

Commitlee,

H O U S E  .  E L E C T I O N S

n
},IECTIONS

IF supports reasonable and effective election reform measures. At the present

time, AIF does not see the need for far reaching or radical changes to the

election and campaign laws that govern the State of Florida.

The CS/CS/HB 559 related specifically to campaign financing and proposed

to make changes to Chapter 106, F.S. The bill would have expanded the definition

of "political committee" to include any group which anticipates making expendi-
tures in excess of $500 in a calendar year on political advertising in support of, or in
opposition to, an elected official. Committees of Continuing Existence (CCE's)

will now be required to register as political committees if any expenditure is made
in support of, or in opposition to, an elected official. These changes would effec-
tively require these groups to register and file campaign contribution reports as
currently required of political committees.

The bill would have expanded the definition of "political advertisement" to
target "issue ads" by requiring any paid expression in a communication media which
mentions or shows a clearly identifiable candidate for election or reelection and is
distributed at any point during the election cycle to be reported and disclosed.

The bill provided that "3-pack" advertisements must include substantially
equal time, equal space, or service, for these type of ads to fall outside the scope of
contribution limits. Nonetheless, "3 pack" ads must be reported by both the candi-
date and the party however, by implication, excludes political committees.

Lastly, the bill required more stringent reporting requirements for political

committees and CCE's with respect to groups who organize the committee. It also
provided a time-fiame for committees to comply and penalties.

Record la: On March 22,1999,the House Election Refbrm Committee passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute combining HB l7l and HB 565
into CS/HB 559 by a vote of l2 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

Record lb: On April 14, 1999, the House Governmental Operations Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 3 yeas

to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/HB 559 died in the Government Rules and Regulat ion
Committee.

I

I

R.epresentotive
Noncy Deterl

(R-Venice),
R.epresentsfive

Moriorie Turnbull
(R.Tollohossee) ond

Representotive
Willie logon

(D-Opo locko)
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SB 7lO Primory
Elections by the

Senqle Ethics ond
Elections Commiftee

H O U S E  .  E L E C T I O N S

his bill provided that if all candidates for an office are seeking the nomination

of the same party and there is no opposition in the general election, except

from a write-in candidate, all registered voters may vote for that office in the first

primary election and, if necessary, in the general election. The offices shall be placed

under the heading of *'Universal Primary" in the order determined by the Depart-

ment of State.

On January 7,1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee passed PCB

EE 99-05 favorably by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for

the AIF position.

On January 13, 1999, PCB EE 99-05 became SB 710.

On February 17,1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Comrnittee passed

the bill favorably by a vote of7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat'vote is a vote for the

AIF position.

On April 7 , 1999, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 38 yeas to

0 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 2a; On April 30, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a

vote of I l1 yeas to 2 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 710 died in messages to the Senate.

ffti* bill implements the Constitution Revision Commission's Amendment I l,
I which was approved by Florida voters in the November 1998 elections to pro-

vide equal ballot access for all candidates regardless of party affiliation.

The bill provides that the ballot access requirements for minor party candi-
dates and candidates with no party affiliation be equal to those requirements for a

candidate of a majority political party.

On January 7,1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee passed PCB

EE 99-03 favorably by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nay$, A "yea" vote is a vote for

the AIF position.

On January 20, 1999, PCB EE 99-03 became SB 754.

On February 1?, 1999, the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee passed

the bill favorably by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

On April 7,1999, the Senate passed the bill favorably by a vote of 37 yeas to
0 nays. O "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3a: On April 27 , 1999 , the House passed the bill by a vote of I l4 yeas

to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 754 passed troth the House and Senate and is pending Governor action.

SB 754 Elecrions by
the Senote Ethics

ond Elections
Committee
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HB 819 Presidentiol
Preference Primory

by Represenlsfive
Jerry Moygorden

(R- Pensocolo)

H O U S E E L E C T I O N S

IF supports reasonable and effective election reform measures. At the present
time, AIF does not see the need for far-reaching or radical changes to the

election and campaign laws that govern the State of Florida.

The bill addressed a number of election issues, including the presidential
pref'erence primary date, campaign finance, the allocation of candidate filing fees,
voter fraud, and absentee balloting. The bill would have also moved the date of the
presidential preference primary from the second Tuesday in March to the first Tues-
day in March, in each year the number of which is a multiple of 4.

The bill required that the deposits of filing fees fiom minor party candidates,
judicial candidates, nonpartisan school board candidates, and candidates with no
party affiliation shall be deposited into the Election Commission Trust Fund.

The bill also required an elector voting by absentee to sign the Voter's Certifi-
cate and print their name and the name of a witness and witness identification infor-
mation.

Regarding campaign finance, the bill clarified several provisions of Chapter
106, F.S. relating to the definition of "contribution", limitations on contributions
intended to fund independent expenditures, and prohibitions against the use of state
workers for campaign purposes.

The bill as originally filed, specifically was related to changing the date of the
presidential preference primary from the second Tuesday in March to the first Tues-
day in March of each year, and AIF supported this effort. But as amended, the bill
would cap campaign contributions to the party at $5,000 in the last thirty days of an
election. AIF opposed any cap on campaign contributions to Florida's political par-
ties.

Record 4a: On March 8, 1999, the House Election Reform Committee passed
the bill favorably as amended by a vote of7 yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

Record 4b: On March 17, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 100 yeas to l5 nays. A {6yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 27 , 1999, the Senate substituted HB 819 for SB 1782. SB 1782 was
laid on the table.

On April 28, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 39 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" is a vote against the AIF position.

HB 8f9 died in messages to the House.

I

I
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Bullard (D)
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Byrd (R) F F F
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il0Sii Cantens (R) F F F
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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,jiiiiiii,ili'.iU..iiii.iii.iii:liiiiril:iiiir$n Sorensen (R) F F F

i.riiiiiiiilosi!.iiriSpratt (D) F F F

Siiiii.::.li:i::ii::::siilflfljri'ijStafford (D) F F F F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . lt - Vote against position of AIF
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Starks (R) F F F F

iiriiiiiiiliii Suarez (D) F F F

fl Sublette (R) F F F

':':::l:::::::i:il

: :;t:;i;i:i:r+ .,iliiiiO+,.,ji Thrasher (R) F F F

;;i;l1li.i;fii'........
iiiiiiliiiiiiiii$i.i...tt:

Trovillion (R) F F F

::::::::::::::::?: ,::iiiii$fl$:l:iTullis (R) F F F

::::::iiiiiiiHiirii;iil,.frjffi=ot-iTurnbull (D) F F F

iii:::::::::::::::(l:::::::::::jii$nH Valdes (R) F F

:iii:iss::::liiVillalobos (R) F F F
: : : : : : i  i  : t l  j  i  t: t l  : l  l

.:.:.t.t.ifr.t:l:lll iiiiilfiHiiiiiliiWallace (R) F F F

..3::iiri::::::::ii::iiiiiiiiiili:iiiii:iii;irdili.iiiii Warner (R) F F F

:|||iiiii+iIiiiiiiii:i.,iirfif+i: Wasserman-Schultz (D) F F A

::::::il:::::::::: +:::i0siiiiii
lii::::iitilfiii:;il

Waters (R) F F F

i::::i:iijf:iil:liliiiiiiriii;;ii:l:0:i:::::::iii Wiles (D) F F F

I  l  t  i : , i : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
Wilson (D) F F F F F

; l : ; : : : : :g : : : : : : ' i:ii:iii:ii$liii:iiiiiiiiiiliiiiililii$qiilWise (R) F F F

;,;3*.[.i..i
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l.l.fiiiii ffiH rorAJ/AVERAGE

F -Voteforpositianof AIF . A-Voteagainstpositionof AIF
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cs/cslsB 1270
Trsffic Conrrol/
DHSMV by fte

Senote Fiscol Policy
Committee, lhe
Tronsportotion
Committee ond

Senslor R.oberto
Cssos (R-Hioleoh)

H O U S E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

ElrlunoNMENTAr

fnr 
bill contains provisions to extend the current air emissions inspection pro-

I gram until new contracts from competitive proposals can be entered into. The
bill also eliminates the inspection program for newer cars and reduces inspections
to every other year for cars more than three years old. The inspection fee is capped
at $19 biannually instead of $10 annually.

AIF supports maintaining auto air emissions testing to protect air quality
attainment so that Florida business and industries are not unduly impacted by any
new EPA requirements.

The bill also contains numerous changes to provisions of the law relating to
programs administered by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
(DHSMV). Substantive issues include traffic control, highway safety, motor ve-
hicles. drivers licenses and vessels.

On March ll, 1999, the Senate Transportation Committee passed the bill
favorably as a cqmmittee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 14, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Policy Committee passed the bill tavor-
ably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

On April 23, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 38 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record: On April 30, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote
of I 13 yeas to 4 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

On April 30, 1999, the Senate concurred in the House amendments and passed
the bill by a vote of 30 yeas to 7 nays. A d'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

CS/CS/SB 1270 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.
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iiiiiiiii!::+so::i:l Albright (R) F

iil1iiiiirni Alexander (R) F
::::::::::::r:i:i:iri jiriririrj;:ri;

,,ii:,ffi;iiiii:i+ii oo Andrews (R) F

:::i:i|ii|||iilffi Argenziano (R) F

l'iir;:;::l:::t00 Arnall (R) F

iiiiii i'lii::ii:iiiiiiil:iiiiiiiiiiiiiii:iil;iiili t l t l r i : : ,iiii.ilililffi iiirli:ii Bainter (R) F

.,l,i i*noi.,ii'iiiii; Ball (R) F

:iiiiffi.iliiiiiiiii Barreiro (R) F

iriiiiiiiiiililffi iiiiiiiiiiiii Bense (R) F

1ii1i1i ;;,*;ffi .iiili.:.: Betancourt (D) F

Bilirakis (R) F

il$0 Bitner (R) F

iilr:r.r.i$r:riiiii:i:. r0fi Bloom (D) F

x$0 Boyd (D) F

l'ffi:i:::::::ii Bradley (D) F

itltl,l:ltltltlil,.r+:lrlt::rtr:ir.t:.', I,r r00i Bronson (D) F

i::i:iiiiiiiiiiiii:i-i
Brown (D) F

F - Vote for position of AIF I A - Vote against position of AIF
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Bullard (D)

iiiiiiiiiliiil:iii:iri:i:i:iiiiiii::i:i:::::::tffi Bush (D) F
, l l i  i l , , i  : : : :: ::::::::::: ::: :.:

li ii. .iiiit.i i: j, i{ii::i:ii:i:::::::::
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u:::::...:..i.r:r:: Byrd (R) F

ff lil.:i:::::::t$0:il:i:i: Cantens (R) F

::.:l:.:::::.:.:.:iU: Casey (R) F

:::::::::::i:::::{t: Chestnut (D) F

'''li.''i'.iiiiiii t'i,,i,::.:iii:ilirl,ii :iiiiilliliiililii|ljili*fioii:i:::i::i: Constantine (R) F

Cosgrove (D) F

rffo Crady (D) F

r00 Crist (R) F

::i:::,l.ffi iiiiiiiiiiii Crow (R) F

ltlt..l.l.l.l.::il l:i.lliliii:irt#iiii Dennis (D) F

r00 Detert (R) F

TftO Diaz de la Portilla (R) F

..............100 Dockery (R) F
:::::::::::l:l:l:i:::i:i:i

t...l..l.i.ii::::.ii.i.iiiiii:jrilffi iiiiiiiiiijiEdwards (D) F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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';uiiiii ji:i j..o,riiiiriiiiiijiijilm= Farkas (R) F

iiilffi.= Fasano (R) F
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Frankel (D) F
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:i :::::::i$:::::::::i:iirri:iii Iiiiiiiiiiiiiiitffi Futch (R) F
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: : : . l  l : :  i :  i , l i  a i i  i t i i : i i :i ::liii,ll:rffi liiliiiiiiii Garcia (R) F

iililiiiiiiil.li..:::::::::::.U::::::::ii:liiidffi Gay (R) F

i;i;iiiii',iiiiff iiliii.i Goode (R) A
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Goodlette (R) F

Gottlieb (D) F
:i:itttititit::lti:::::::::::::::i
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: : :.:.:.::::::::: j : l  l l l i i i i i i t i t rt ir it i t Green (R) F

Greene (D) F

F - Vote for position of AIF , A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Votefor position of AIF . A- Vote against position of AIF
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Pruitt (R) F

Putnam (R) F

Rayson (D) F
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iii:ij.ii.i Ritchie (D) F
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Ryan (D) F

:ii.l.l.l:::l.lilli::0iil..ii.::it(I0::::i:.:. Sanderson (R) F
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iiti:ii Smith, Christopher (D) F
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Houtr Avrnlcr ort EHuRoH[Eiltal fcormlrurof

F - Vote for position of AIF t L - Vote against position of AIF

I 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 17,7



llousr Av-mcr on ExvrnoilnErrrAl lcormxurof
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Waters (R) F
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I lsft...i1,.,., Wilson (D) F
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H O U S E  r  H E A I T H  C A R E

HB 83
€onfroceptive
Equity Acr by

Representqtive
Elsine Bloom

(D-Miomi Beoch)

HB 2OT Heolth
Insurqnce/Aurism

Spectrum by
Representotive

larry Crtw
(R-Dunedin)

Hnmrn Cmn

his bill would create the "Contraceptive Equity Act." The Act would require
that health insurance policies in health maintenance organization contracts

that cover drugs prescribed for the treatment of sexual dysfunction (viagra) to pro-
vide coverage for any contraceptive method prescribed or provided by a licensed
practitioner. AIF opposes this bill as it will add an additional mandated benefit to
employers' insurance policies and raise costs.

I Record I a: On January 21, 1999, the House Governmental Operations Com-
mittee voted the bill unfavorably by a vote on 2 yeas to 4 nays. A..yea" vote
is a vote against the AIF position.

HB 83 was laid on the table.

fftit 
bill would require that a health insurer or health maintenance organizarion

I (HMO) include a wide range in coverage for autism spectrum disorders as part
of the coverage for major medical expenses. It requires that such coverage include
coverage fbr certain types of evaluations and interventions. It provides that the
insurer or health maintenance organization may confirm a diagnosis or review the
appropriateness of treatment but does not include language that would allow far
proper utilization review. It is estimated that this bill would cost approximately $71
million to the private sector. AIF opposes this bill as it is an additional health insur-
ance mandate and would raise costs to employers providing health insurance cov-
erage to employees.

t Record 2a: On March 22,1999, the House Insurance Committee passed the
bill as amended by a vote of 8 yeas to 5 nays. A ..yea" vote is a vote against
the AIF position.

HB 207 died in House Health Care Services Committee.
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cslsB 232 HMO
Controcts by rhe

Senote Bonking ond
Inguronce

Committee
snd Senstor
Jock Lqfvolcl

(R-Polm Horbor)

cslHB 337 HMO/
Decepfive Prsrtices/

Controcts by the
House Heolrh Core

Services Committee

H O U S E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

/f,s originally drafted, this bill would have mandated that before a health main-
Fl tenance organization (HMo) can cancel or terminate a contract with any
health care provider, the HMo must provide a hearing to the provider. This so-
called "due process" bill would have made it virtually impossible for an insurance
company to end a contract with a health care provider. As originally drafted, AIF
would have opposed the bill. However, after the adoption of the committee substi-
tute by the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee and the adoption of the amend-
ment by senator Latvala in the senate Health, Aging & I"nng-Term care commit-
tee, AIF supported the bill.

On March 16, 1999, the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee passed
the biu favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of lz yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the Senate Health, Aging & Long-Term Care Commit-
tee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 23, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 39 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3a: On April 29, 1999, rhe House passed the bill by a vote of I l8 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

cs/sB 232 passed both the House and senate and is pending Governor
action.

f, s originally drafted, this bill would have mandated that before a health main-
Fl t.nonce organization (HMo) can cancel or terminate a contract with any
health care provider, the HMo must provicle a hearing to the provicler. This so-
called "due process" bill woulcl have made it virtually impossible fbr an insurance
company to end a contract with a health care provider. As originally drafted, AIF
would have opposed the bill. However, Representative Goode offered an amend-
ment in the House Health Care Services Committee that made the bill acceptable to
AIF. Thus, because the bill was macle a committee substitute. a vote for the bill is a
vote for AIF.

Record 4a; on March I l, 1999, the House Health care services commiftee
passed the bill favorably as a commirtee substitute by a vore of l6 yeas to 0
nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4b: on April 16, 1999, the House Health & Human services com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of g yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/I{B 337 died on the House Calendar.

ond Representsfiye
Horry Goode

(R-Melbourne) I

r
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HB 371 Equity in
Conlrqcepfive
Coveroge by

Representotive

H O U S E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

his bill would have created the Equity in Prescription Insurance and contra-
ceptive Coverage Act of 1999. Ir differed slightly from HB 83, by Represenm-
Bloom. This bill is a straight mandare requiring that health insurance policies
HMo's provide coverage for contraceptives. This is an insurance mandare that
raise costs to employers providing coverage to their employees. AIF opposecl
biil.

tive
and
will
this

Steve Effmon
(D-Plonforion) ond

R.epresentotive
Debbie Wossermqn
Schultz (D-Wesron)

s drafted, this bill allows for an HMo subscriber to have direct access to the

HB 953 Obsrerricol/ services of an OB/GYN. AIF opposes direct access by HMo subscribers

Gynecologirol because it destroys the concept of utilization review inherent in an HMO. This causes
costs to increase for the employer.

The committee adopted a strike all amendment that allowed for two direct
access visits to an OB/GYN with appropriate follow-up care. AIF opposes this
amendment as there is no scientific data to support the need for two direct access
visits yearly,

simular language to the language in HB 953 was added as an amendment to
HB 2l3l in the senate on April 29, lggg. AIF supported this language because it
would allow for only one direct access visit per year. HB 2231 passed both the
House and Senate and is awaiting the Governor's signature.

I Record 6a: on March 18, 1999, the House Health care services committee
passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of l4 yeas to 0 nays. A.,yea"
vote is a vote against the AIF position.

I Record 6b: on April 9, 1999, the House Health and Human services com-
mittee passed the bill favorably by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A o'yea" vote is
a vote against the AIF position.

I Record 6c: on April 26, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 107 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote against the AIF position.

HB 953 died in the Senate Fiscal policv Committee.

Seruice by
Representstive

Debby Sonderson
(R-Ft. Lauderdole)

I Record 5a: on March I l, 1999, the House Health care services committee
passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 13 yeas to 3 nays. A d.yea"

vote is a vote against the AIF position.

Ifi 371 died in the House Insurance Committee.
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Albright (R) F F A A

::|::::::::::::.:i:ij.i.ji.i. $'ii;iiiirii Alexander (R) F A

;.irii:!ii;;::i::,i:I::::.:.:.:.:
. : : : : ; l : : : l : : : : t t t l t t t t i t , t : i t r : r : :

.:.:.!5$....ii .iii.i. Andrews (R) F A

$0 Argenziano (R) F A

I Arnall (R) F A

a ::1| ::::::|:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
:.l:::i:i:::::S7 Bainter (R) F F A

:|:::::::::::::::
I . : . i : : : : : Ball (R) F F A

I Barreiro (R) F A

t . l l . i l . l l 5U Bense (R) F A

I t iltlil.i.l...5S Betancourt (D) F A

I 0
t : : : : : :
....li.ll0{l Bil irakis (R) F

l ' 1 , , Bi tner (R) F A

,t ,': Bloom (D) F F A A
rl. 3 lli' ij ijijijiii.i:i Boyd (D) F F A A A

I I. ii]it]t'il.E0iiiii Bradley (D) F A

I
iii-:::

Bronson (D) F A

F - Vote for position of AI F . A - Vote against position of AI F
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:,i15CI Brown (D) F A

+.;..1 i.ili.ili.ill=ii:i riiiiiff Brummer (R) F A

Bullard (D)

il:::::::::::::::::
I : : : : : : : . : : l s0 Bush (D) F A

itil l i::,,,1t, i:: iiiiiiiiiiiit..40::::i Byrd (R) A F F A A
::::

l . l t i i Cantens (R) F A

::::.::::::::::ft 4 Casey (R) F F F A A A A

I I s{l Chestnut (D) F A

I.r.r.:. T 50 Constantine (R) F A

I :::?::::;:::: s5 Cosgrove (D) A F A

I il.i'.i l 5CI Crady (D) F A

I 1:...
i i : ::::::: i :::,:::::::::

...t.t50........ Crist (R) F A

I l.il l Crow (R) F A

I Dennis (D) F A A

l t 5CI Detert (R) F A

i 0. .:.:l:.:llflUillililililDiaz de la Portil la (R) F

2 T i..r#iri.,.:;,,Dockery (R) F F A

F - Vote for position of AIF . A * Vote against position of AIF

|  8 .5I 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S



llou* Av:uc: on Hurrr Crnr fcornlru:of

lrjriririrrrjjj:r:rrr:::::::i::::::::::::

li:lllliii;iiiii;iliii::i.iii..ii;.ii:i;
[:ii:iiiiiiiiii!iiiiiii:iiiiiilliiiiii
iii:li:ii:liiii.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
::::::::::::::::;:;i;lliirirlii:irii

:iiliiiiiiiiiiiii#i:::::::::i
:i:i:iiiiiili lilijliiEiil:::::
,,;r,tririiiiiiil;iijl+:i:,,,,,,i

ii:i:.:liiilililiiFriii:ii
iiiiiiiiiiiiii:i$+i:::::::::::
ilirilrl jiilil::::::::::i:::::::::::::i::

El

E
h

Ez
EI
|a
rrl
E
E
ltlgt

C)

F,

!'

o)

p.
tu
o
IY

U

o
c)

v)

6

{)
(J

L

IA

tu

c\l

6

q

L

E

I

(rl

6

(J

L

d

U
U)
o
(J

q
E
GI

4)u{)

E

s

q1

q

(J
tn
c)
q)

o

o)
>

o
IJ(|)

E

t+

6)
H{)

q)

U
{.t

H,
q.)
CI

U
d

h

f r l

I

rn

6
a)
(J

!
q)

tn

()
bo

(J

>'

0-l
6

\o

6
d)
(J

F
4)

V)

(J

bo

(J
{u
F'

(J

L

6

\o

ho()
L{)(n

TJ

br)

(J
o)

h

()

{)
a

I

o
\o

s .ifi0o iii:i::::::: Edwards (D) F

l:tiliiirrrirjiii'l..:i::i:::::r:i:iit50 Effman (D) F A

=I.,.,.,.i',iti ills Eggelletion (D) F

*'lll.l.l.lll :ir:i:i:ri:ica" jjl Farkas (R) F F F A A A A
.:::::.::::::'::::::

Fasano (R) F F A

T Feeney (R) F A

l r l : l .:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:1sCI Fiorentino (R) F A

I ii.j.il
':':':':':':':':':':':.].;
50.............tFlanagan (R) F A

t s3. Frankel (D) A F A

I I.:.:.:i:
: : : : : : : j : : : : : j : : : : : : : : : :

tn:.:.:.:::: Fuller (R) F A

t I 50 Futch (R) F A

t 0.i r00 Garcia (R) F

I t :iiiiiSo..i..ii.i.ii Gay (R) F A

2 ,4 ,tt::::::::::::::: Goode (R) A F F A A A

I I .5'0...,.,., Goodlette (R) F A

,2 $ cCI Gottlieb (D) F F A A A
",,i 3 miiiiiilil.l,irGreen (R) F F A A A

F - Vote .for pos ition of AI F . A - Vote against position of AI F
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|:ii:4sii:iiiii ji ji ji Greene (D) A F F A A

i:.::riirijij..ii:..ilri:i::rl50::: Greenstein (D) F A

3 iii1i1a11",ii{liiiiiii iiiiiiiif Harner(D) F F F A A

I , ;,iiiirtiiiiitit:iirj.j.::!iisj......iiii.l Harrington (R) F A

I ,,i ;,'jjii;lilili;jijjjji
l:i:i: j:l:j.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

[,ji1i;;,is.0g Hart (R) F A

t.:.:.:.:.: ...ilili...,liijiiiiiiiiiiii;i;lHealey (D) F A

t il,.l:::l''..'.S iiii Henriquez (D) F A

l t E, Heyman (D) A F A

I Hilr (D) F A A

I . l l l l l 5S Jacobs (D) F A

I ;1.:.:.:.r 5CI Johnson (R) F A

I l .  l ' r Jones (R) F A

t I Kelly (R) F A

I t Kilmer (R) F A

I I S0ijijiii Kosmas (D) F A

3 :,..,. eO.,.i ...:illl. Kyle (R) F F F A A

t Lacasa (R) F A

F - Vote for positiotz of AIF , A, - Vote against position of AIF
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Levine (D) F A
::::::::::::::'::; :::
.................. I : .l..j t 'iiiiiiiiiiiii#jjijijiiiiiiiiLittlefield (R) F A

0 ilffi:liiiiiiiii Logan (D) F

T 100 Lynn (R) F

t, :: j :?::::::::

...,3sr.. Maygarden (R) F A A

t
'0.,...,.:i::r:iiiiilffi Melvin (R) F

T I .50 Merchant (R) F A

I I 5O,.,.,.,.,,,'Miller, Jefferson (R) F A

I I 50 Miller, Les (D) F A

t I ........5O I Minton (D) F A

I ;l
: : : : : : j j : : : : : : :

:E/t::::j::: Mononi (R) F A

7 ,, 50 Murman (R) F F A A

I t.:.:.:.: $0 Ogles (R) F A

.,,' I Patterson (R) F F A

E 3 ........1*U:i,',,,;:Peaden (R) F F A A A
'2 t 'At:.1.........Posey (R) F F A

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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HB 73 LES Depr./
Reorgonizotion by

R.epresentotive
Shoron Merchont

(R-North Polm
Beoch)

H O U S E  .  L A B O R  R E L A T T O N S

lmon RnmuoNs

r , . , . , ,
I-hrs 

brll reorganizes the Deparrment of Labor & Employment security to allow
I the department to operate in a decentralized manner, The bill creates within

the Department the positions of assistant secretary for finance and administration,
assistant secretary for programs, and assistant secretary for field operations. These
three assistant secretaries would be appointed by and serve at the will of the labor
secretary.

The bill also establishes job qualifications for each of the assistant secretar-
ies. For example, the assistant secretary for finance and administration must have a
complete understanding of modem financial management practices. That individual
would have oversight of the offices of the comptroller, management and budget,
administration, civil rights, and information systems.

The bill creates five field offices underthe direction ofthe assistant secretarv
for field operations.

The bill eliminates the seven existing divisions within the central office and
reestablishes the following four under the supervision of the assistant secretary for

Programs:

. division ofjobs and benefits

. division of unemployment compensation

' division of workers' compensation

. division of blind services

AIF particularly supports the abolition of the clivision of saf'ety. In the five
years since it was elevated to division status, the division of safety has quaclrupled
in size, yet it has been ineffective, coming under criticism by the office of policy

Perfbrmance and Government Accountability. Furthermore, many of its services
are duplicated by federal agencies, making it redundant.

I Record I a: on February 17, 1999, the House Governmental operations com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lb: On March 17, 1999, the House Government Rules and Regula-
tions committee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas to
? nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lc: On April 20, 1999, the House Transportation & Economic

T 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S l 9 . l



HB 73 Gontinued

H O U S E  .  L A B O R  R E L A T I O N S

Development Committee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 9
yeas to I nay. A 6!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 73 died in the House Calendar.

frtir 
bill reorganizes rhe Depafiment of Labor & Employment security ro allow

t the department to operate in a decentralized manner. The bill creates within
the Department the positions of assistant secretary for finance and administration,
assistant secretary for programs, and assistant secretary for field operations. These
three assistant secretaries would be appointed by and serve at the will of the labor
secretary.

The bill also establishes job qualifications for each of the assistant secretar-
ies. For example, the assistant secretary for finance and administration must have a
complete understanding of modern financial management practices. That individual
would have oversight of the offices of the comptroller, management and budget,
administration, civil rights, and information sysrems.

The bill creates five field offrces under the direction of the assistant secretary
for field operations.

The bill eliminates the seven existing divisions within the central office and
reestablishes the following six under the supervision of the assistant secretary for
programs;

. division of workforce and employment opportunities

. division of unemployment compensation

. division of vocarional rehabilitation

. division of workers' compensation

. div is ion of bl ind services

. division of safbty (repealed July l, 2000)

AIF particularly suppons the abolition of the division of safety. In the five
years since it was elevated to division status, the division of safety has quadruplecl
in size, yet it has been ineffective, coming under criticism by the office of policy
Perfbrmance and Government Accountability. Furthermore, many of its services
are duplicated by federal agencies, making it redundant.

on March 4, 1999, rhe senate Governmenr oversight & productivity com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

on April 12, 1999, rhe senate commerce & Economic opportunities com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 veas

cs/cslsB 230
LES Dept./

Reorgonizotion by
the Senote

Commerce &
Economic

Opportunities
Commiftee, the

Governmenl
Oversight &
Productivity
Committee

ond Senotor Doniel
Webster (R-Oroee)
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cslqs/sB 230
Gontinued

H O U S E  .  L A B O R  R E L A T I O N $

to I nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 26, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 32 yeas
to 6 nays. A "yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2a: On April 29, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 84 yeas to 34 nays. A ,.yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1999, the Senate concurred with the House amendmenrs and
passed the bill by a vote of 28 yeas to 10 nays. A..yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 230 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.
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i'lm;';'1;1 Albright (R) F

I ::::|t:::::::::::::::::.:.::i:I00:'::::i
.:1::1:lll::ilii: r:

Alexander (R) F

lr;:;ri:iliilil:lii
riiri:ririr::i:;;i;

$iill,LLiiiiiil$J Andrews (R) F

.r.i...i.ii..ii.iii.is..,;ttt,.,'i,;;i:i..i.tJilili,iiiiArgenziano (R) F

t.:.::::iii.iil
i t : : : : t i : : i l i : t l

:i:i:lj0::i:::::::::: Arnall (R) F

l ::jjj......ifss Bainter (R) F

.+: i::.i.0....:..:i:i:::::::::::iIll0ii::::: Ball (R) F F

iiilr:i 0 Barreiro (R) F
: : : . : l : : :: : : .  x:: : : 0 Bense (R) F

0 I s Betancourt (D) A

I 0 i i[00 Bil irakis (R) F

t, 0 i.il$fi Bitner (R) F

0 I ,:: O Bloom (D) A

0 l . i . l Boyd (D) A

0 1,.',,:.. :..',.'.,.,.S Bradley (D) A

I , ,0 rtlo Bronson (D) F

I .iii0.:.rlr..j.............I00... Brown (D) F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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cslqs/qs/sB 80
Informstion
Technology

Resources by rhe
Sensle Fiscql Policy

Committee, the
Government
Oversighr &
Produrtivity

Committee, the
Commerre &

Economic
Opporfunities

Commiftee, ond
Senotor John Grqnt

(R-Tompo)

H O U S E  .  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

Lncm & JunrcrAr

his bill creates the Commerce Protection Act which defines exclusive rem-
edies available against businesses, persons, and governmental agencies for dam-

ages caused by the failure of their information technology resources to function
properly due to the year 2000 computer bug. This bill contains a number of provi-
sions carefully crafted by AIF, its member task force, and the business community.
AIF supports this bill.

On February 16, 1999, the Senate Commerce & Economic Opportunities
Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6
yeas and 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March l7,1999,the Senate Govemmental Oversight & Productivity Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 4 yeas
and 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 14, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Policy Committee passed the bill favor-
ably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A .!ea" vore is
a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1999, the Senare passed the bill as amended by a vote of 40 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record la: On April 30, 1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of l16
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/CS/SB 80 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Gov-
ernors action,

I 9 9 9  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D s 20.t



cslHB ro7
Administrotive

H O U S E  r  L E G A T  A N D  J U D I C I A L

S/HB 107 clarifies the legislative intent of the 1996 Administrative Procedure
Act Reforms, which have been interpreted by judicial decisions since enacr-

ment of these reforms.

The original legislative intent of the APA reforms was to level the playing
field between agencies and those that are regulated by agencies to ensure that citi-
zens had a forum in which to redress grievances against agency action in a mean-
ingful and deliberative proceeding.

The bill as passed by the Irgislature modifies the rulemaking standard adopted
in the 1996 revision of APA. The bill provides that an agency may adopt only rules
that implement or interpret the specific powers and duties granred by the enabling
act. Fufther, an agency does not have authority to adopt a rule only because it is
within the agency's cause of powers and duties. Statutory language granting
rulemaking authority is to be construed to extend no further than implementing or
interpreting the specific powers and duties conferred by the same statute.

The bill also provides that an agency may not adopt retroactive rules, includ-
ing those intended to clarify existing law, unless expressly authorized by statute.
The bill provides that in a challenge to a proposed rule, the petitioner has the burden
of going forward, but the agency has the burden to prove by a preponderance of the
evidence that the proposed rule is not an invalid exercise of delegated legislative
authority. The bill also limits the ability of an agency to modify conclusions of law
in a recommended order by providing only those clearly erroneous conclusions of
law over which the agency has substantive jurisdiction to modifiy.

This bill strengthens the role of administrative judges and gives citizens a real
forum in which to contest agency decisions.

Record 2a: On January 7, 1999, the House Water Resources Management
Committee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas to 3
nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF Position.

Record 2b; On January 21, 1999, the House GovernmentalOperations Com-
mittee passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A
"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF Position.

Itecord 2c: On February l, 1999, the House GovernmenralRules and Regu-
lations Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a
vote of 6 yeas to l nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF Position.

Record ?d; On March 10, 1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of 109
yeas to 8 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF Position.

On April 23, I 999, the Senate subsrituted CS/HB I 07 for CS/SB 206. CS/SB
206 was laid on the table.

On April 26, 1999, the Senare passed the bill as amended by a vore of 39 yeas
to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

ond Represenfotiye
Rob Wolloce

(R-Tompo)

t

t

I

T

Procedure Act by
the House

Government R.ules
ond Regulofions

€ommiftee,
Representotive

Ken Pruitf
(R-Porr 5t. lucie]
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CilHB IOZ Continued

HB 339 Citizen
Porticipotion in

Government Act by
Representotive

Chris Hort
(R-Tompo)

H O U S E  T  L E G A T  A N D  J U D I C I A L

I Record 2e: on Aprjl27, the House concurred with the senate amendmenrs
and passed the bill by a vote of I l3 yeas to 5 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

CS/SB 107 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.

he term "SLAPP" is an acronym for strategic Lawsuits Against public partici-
pation. SLAPP suits arise in the following ways:

A citizen or citizens group initially brings suit under a statute that authorizes
suits or administrative proceedings in opposition to a government action, for ex-
ample a permitting action. These proceedings may be used solely for the purpose of
delay in order to increase the costs of projects so that it becomes unfeasible for the
development or permitting activity to conrinue. By abusing the process, citizens
groups or individual citizens may injure business or development. In re$ponse to
dilatory and unmeritorious lawsuits in government processes, businesses and de-
velopers bring suit for civil rights violations, defamation, malicious prosecurion,
abuse of process, tortuous interference with business relationships, tortuous inter-
f'erence with a contract, civil conspiracy or other intentional tons.

The bill as initially proposed would provide immunity fiom civil liability for
any act in flrtherance of the constitutional right to petition a government for re-
dress of grievances. The bill provided procedures to handle lawsuits dealing with
the right to petition governmenr. The bill as filed would impact negatively the right
of each and every business entity in Florida to redress grievances and civil actions
against citizens who have appeared or filed unmeritorious proceedings in opposi-
tion to permirting activiries.

The bill was amended in the Senate Judiciary Committee to apply only to
actions brought by government against citizens. This was in response to a pafticu,
larly egregious lawsuit by a Florida county against citizens who were objecting to
governmental action. The bill as amended would currently impact only lawsuits
brought by governmental entities against citizens.

AIF does not oppose the bill as amended as long as it applies onry ro govern*
mental entities.

Record 3a: On March 17, 1999 the House Health Care Services passed the
bill favorably as amendment by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

Record 3b: on April 5, 1999, the House Judiciary committee passed the bill
favorably as amended by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for

I

I
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HB 339 Continucd

H O U S E  r  I E G A L  A N D  J U D f  C I A L

the AIF position.

IIB 339 died in the House General Government Committee.

B 591 contained the eminent domain provisions which were supporred by
AIF. Eminent domain allows the state or condemning authority to take pri-

vate property for public use. This bill would institute a negotiation process before
eminent domain proceedings begin. The condemning authority musr, before litiga-
tion, give notice of the proceeding and give a written offer of compensation.

If there is a business on the property, the business owner must seek business
damages by a written offer (otherwise the couft may not recognize that any busi-
ness damages are due to the owner.) This offer must include copies of business
records for four years preceeding notification to validate the damage claims. The
condemning authorities shall pay all attorneys'fees and costs, as long as they are
reasonable, for the business owner during this negotiation process. The bill allows
for a six-month period (from January l, 2000, to July l, 2000) for the condemning
authority to phase in these negotiation procedures.

The legislation also requires that the Department of Transportation be con-
sulted when an owner of a lawf'ul sign located adjacent to a new right-of-way wants
to relocate or reconstruct the sign.

Eff'ective July l, 2000, before an eminent domain proceeding is brought, the
following conditions must be met:

' the condemning authority must attempt to negotiate in good faith with an
owner of the parcel to be acquired,

. must provide the owner with a written oft'er, and

' a copy of the appraisal upon which the offer is based, if requested

. provides for attorney's fees

' provides for business damages, in a jury trial, for a business established for
more than four years (present statute provides for businesses establi.shed for
more than 5 years)

AIF supports the eftbrt to expand the protection of businesses that are subject
to eminent domain proceedings.

I Record 4a: on March 8, lgg9, the House community Affairs committee
passed the bill favorably by a vote of7 yeas to 0 nays. A 6,yea" vote is a vote
for the AIF position.

I Record 4b: on April 26, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a

HB 597
Tronsporfstion

Deporlment by the
House Committee
on Trqnsportqtion

& Eronomic
Development ond

R.epresentqtive
Kelley Smith
(D-Polorko)
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H O U S E  .  L E G A T  A N D  J U D I C I A L

vote of I l7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vore is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 39 yeas
to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 4c: On April 30, I999, the House concurred with the Senate amend-
ments and passed the bill by a vote of I 16 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

Ifi 591 passd both the House and Senate and is pending Governor action.

his bill contained the eminent domain provisions which were supported by
AIF. Eminent domain allows the state or condemning authority to take private

property for public use. This bill would institute a negotiation process before emi-
nent domain proceedings begin. The condemning aurhority must, before litigation,
give notice of the proceeding and give a written offer of compensation.

If there is a business on the property, the business owner must seek business
damages by a written offer (otherwise the court may not recognize that any busi-
ness damages are due to the owner.) This offer must include copies of business
records for fbur years preceeding notification to validate the damage claims. The
condemning authorities shall pay all attorneys'fees and costs, as long as they are
reasonable, for the business owner during this negotiation process. The bill allows
for a six-month period (from January l, 2000, to July l, 2000) for the condemning
authority to phase in these negotiation procedures.

The legislation also requires that the Department of Transponation be con*
sulted when an owner of a lawful sign located adjacent to a new right-of-way wants
to relocate or reconstruct the sign.

Effective July 1, 2000, before an eminent domain proceeding is brought, the
following conditions must be met;

. the condemning authority must attempt to negotiate in good faith
owner of the parcel to be acquired,

. must provide the owner with a written offer, and

. a copy of the appraisal upon which the offer is based, if requested

. provides fbr attomey's f'ees

' provides for business damages, in ajury trial, for a business established for
more than four years (present statute provides for businesses established for
more than 5 years)

On February 2,1999, the Senate Comprehensive Planning and Military Af-
fairs Committee passed PCB COM 99-05 favorably as amended by a vore of

ESICSISB 940

an

Eminent Domoin by
the Senote Fiscql
Policy Committee

snd the
Comprehencive

Flonning ond
Militory Affairs

Committee
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Csntinued

H O U S E  .  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

7 yeas to 0 nays. A'3yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On February 4, 1999, PCB COM 99-05 became SB 940.

On March 3, 1999, the Senate Comprehensive Planning and Military Affairs
Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 31, 1999, the Senare Fiscal Policy Commirtee passed the bill fa-
vorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A ..yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position

on April 8, 1999, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 38 yeas to 0 nays. A
66yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 5a: On April 19, 1999, the House Transponation Committee passed
the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 9 yeas to I nay. A .dyea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 940 died in the House Real Property & Probate Committee.

his bill creates the commerce Protection Act which defines exclusive rem-
edies available against businesses, persons, and governmental agencies for dam-

ages caused by the failure of their information technology resources to function
properly due to the year 2000 computer bug. This bill contains a number of provi-
sions carefully crafied by AIF and the business community. AIF supports this bill,

Record 6a: On March 30, 1999, the House Judiciary Committee passed the
bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to I nay. A ,,yea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 6b: On April 20, 1999, the House Community Affairs Commrtee
passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 7 yeas to I nays. A ,,yea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 1523 died in the House Claims Committeeg refer to CS/CS/CS
SB 80.

cslHB r 523
Informstion
Technology

R.esources by rhe
House Judiciory
Committee qnd

Representotive I
Chris Hqrt
(R-Tompo)

I
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position ofAIF
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F - Vote for positiort of AtF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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H O U S E  r  T A X T I O N

CSISB | 72 Toxotion
by rhe Senqle Fiscol
Resource Committee

snd Senolor
Jqmer Horne

(R-Oronge Pork)

Tumolr

his bill includes language to reduce the amount of estimated tax payments
from 66 percent to 60 percent of the current month's sales tax liability, and

raises the threshold for making estimated payments from $100,000 in sales tax
payments in the previous year to $200,000 in sales tax payments. This will exclude
about 6,000 of the 12,000 businesses in Florida from having to remit the payments.

While this accounting maneuver solved the fiscal problem for the State, it
created problems in the business community where many businesses had to borrow
funds to be used to advance to the State because ofcredit sales and irregular monthly
sales cycles. This provision was scheduled to be phased out over several years but
was re-instituted in 1990, when once again there was a shortage of revenues and the
State needed more money. Now, with plenty of recurring revenue, the businesses of
Florida are thankful that the State reduced the amount of bonowing funds from
every sales tax dealer on a recurring basis by modifying the estimated sales tax
payment requirement.

The bill also provides for the surtax on alcoholic beverages consumed on the
premises to be reduced by one-third. The Alcoholic Beverage Surcharge is a tax
that was passed by the 1990 Legislature which singled out every restaurant, grill,
bar, and any other establishment that was licensed to serve alcohol by the drink, to
collect this very unjust tax.

This bill also includes the following provisions:

. Reduction of the statute of limitations for actions to collect taxes from 5 to
3 years fbr taxes due on or after July I, 1999.

' Thirty day extension for filing of tangible personal property tax returns
required to be granted by the property appraiser and an additional extension
of l5 days may also be granted.

. Various provisions are implemented to prevent misuse of resale cenificates,
including annual verification of resale certificates.

. Interest on refunds and delinquent taxes shall be at the market rate.

'A moratorium is imposed on the new or increased school impact fees, and
the Florida School Construction Finance Commission is created to study the
use of school impact fees and alternative methods of funding school con-
struction.

On March 10, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea"
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H O U S E  .  T A X T I O N

CSISB 172 Continued

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 37
yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record la; On March 30, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 118 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the Senate refused to concur with the House amend-
ments and a conference committee was appointed.

On April 21, 1999, the Senate concurred with the House amendments and
passed the bill by a vote of 37 yeas to I nay. A "yes'r vote is a vore for the
AIF position.

Record lb: On April 27, 1999, the House passed the Conference Committee
Report by a vote of I 19 yeas to 0 nays. A {dyea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

CS/SB 172 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.

cs/sB 318
he 1999 Legislature passed this bill, which was the product of the Thx Reduc-
tion Conference Committee Report and includes the repeal of the second third

Intongible Personsl of accounts receivable, which was a carry over prcmise from last year's I-egislature.

I

I

Property Toxes by
the Senqte Fiscol

Resource Commiftee
ond Sendtor

Tom Lee
(R-Brondon)

The bill also includes provisions to reduce the tax rate for intangible personal
property tax from ? mills to 1.5 mills. Also, the bill allows limited liability compa-
nies to file consolidated intangibles tax rerurns as members of an affiliated group,

The intangibles tax is one of the biggest deterrents in Florida ro attracting
new business to the state. Intangible personal property to which the tax applies
includes, among other things, stocks, bonds, notes, other obligations to pay money,
and accounts receivable. AIF and the business community are very supportive of
the second tier in the final repeal of Ftorida's intangibles tax.

On March 10, 1999, the Senate Fiscal Resources Committee passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A ,.yeat'

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 32
yeas to 4 nays. A "yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 2a: On March 30, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of I l9 yeas to 0 nays. A..yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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CS/SB 318 Gontinued

CSIHB 397 Ssles
Tox Exemptions by
the House Business

Development &
Internotionql Trode

Committee
ond Represenlstive

Tom Feeney
(R-Oviedo)

H O U S F  .  T A X T I O N

On March 30, 1999, the Senate refused to concur with the House amendments
and a Conference Committee was appointed .

On April 21, 1999, the Senate cencurred with the House amendments and
passed the bill by a vote of 36 yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

I Record 2b: On April 27, 1999, the House passed the Conference Report by a
vote of 117 yeas to 0 nays. A "yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 3lE passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.

IF supported legislation that will exemptfrom sales tax, repair parts, and
to manufacture items of taneiblelabor for machinery and equipment used

personal property for sale.

In an effort to make Florida a more attractive place to manufacture items of
tangible personal property for sale, this bill provides a sales tax exemption for labor
charges for, and parts and materials used in, the repair of machinery and equipment
used to produce tangible personal property at a fixed locarion by specified indus-
tries. The exemption is to be phased in over a four-year period and shall be applied
as follows:

. Beginning July l, 1999, 25 percent of such charges for repair parts and
labor shall be exempt and an additional 25 percent each year until it is com-
pletely phased out by July 1,2002.

Often, the machine or equipment was originally purchased tax exempt under
the "New and Expanding Business" sales tax exemption, which encourages manu-
facturers to expand current manufacturing operations or locate new manufacturing
operations in the state. Since the original equipment is purchased tax exempt, it
seems logical to exempt fiom sales tax the repair parts, equipment, and labor charges
used to keep the equipment running, [t was imperative for Florida to remove this
imbedded tax from the cost of goods manufactured in this here.

I Record 3a: On March 3, 1999, the House Business Development & Inrerna-
tional Trade Committee passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute
by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A d'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3b: On April I6, 1999, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed the bill favorably by a vote of 1 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote
for the AIF position.
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CSIHB 397 Continued

HB | | 13 Toxotion

H O U S E  '  T A X T I O N

I Record 3c: OnApril ZZ,1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of l l3 yeas
to 2 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 27, 1999, the Senare substituted CS/HB 397 for CS/SB 992. CS/SB
992 was laid on the table.

On April 28, 1999, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yef," vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 397 passed both the House and Senate and is pending Governor
action.

fftit 
legislation reduces the statute of limitations on actions to collect taxes, rax

I penalties or interest by the Departmenr of Revenue and the Depanment of
Business and Professional Regulation by reducing the time period from five to three
years fbr taxes due on or after July l, 1999.

The bill also provides for the payment of market rate interest, rather than a
fixed rate, on deficiencies and provides an entitlement to interest at market rate on
certain tax refunds.

t Record 4a: On March 22,1999, the House Committee on Business Regula-
tion & consumer Affairs passed the bill favorably by a vote of 9 yeas to 0
nays. A 'ryea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 1113 died in the House Finance and raxation committee: refer to
cs/sB 172.

his bill includes provisions to repeal the second third of accounts receivable,
which was a carry over promise fiom last year's Legislature.

The bill also includes provisions to reduce the tax rate for intangible personal
propefty tax fiom 2 mills to L75 mills. Also, the bill allows Iimited liability compa-
nies to file consolidated intangibles tax returns as members of an affil iated group.

The intangibles tax is one of the biggest deterrents in Florida ro atrracting
new business to the state. Intangible personal property to which the tax applies
includes, among other things, stocks, bonds, notes, other obligations ro pay money,
and accounts receivable.

Record 5a: on March 16, 1999, the House Finance and Taxation committee
passed PCB FT 99-04 favorably by a vote of 14 yeas to I nay. A.,yea" vote

Personol Properfy
Toxes by the House

Finonce qnd
Tqxotion Committee
ond Representotiye

George Albrighr
(R-Ocolo) r

by Representofive
Fred Brummer

(R-Apopko), ond
Representqtive
Joseph Arnoll

(R-Jocksonville
Beoch)

HB t 943 Inrongible
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HB 1943 Continued

HB 1947 Tax
Administrofion by
fhe House Finonce

ond Tsxotion
Committee ond
Representotive

George Albright
(R-Qcolo)

HB 1949 SolesTax/
Telecommunicofions

Services by rhe
House Finonce ond

Toxqtion Committee
ond Representotive

George Albright
(R-Ocolo)

H O U S E  .  T A X T I O N

is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 19, 1999, PCB FT 99-04 became HB 1943.

I Record 5b: On March 26, 1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l8
yeas to 0 nays. A "yed' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 1943 died in the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee: refer to CS/SB 31E.

fftir 
bill includes language ro reduce the amount of estimated tax payments due

I by Florida businesses by changing the due date from the 20th to the 28th day
of each month and raises the threshold for making estimated payments from $ 100,000
in sales tax payments in the previous year to $200,000 in sales tax payments. This
will exclude about 6,000 of the 12,000 businesses in Florida from having to remir
the payments.

I Record 6a: On March 16, 1999, the House Finance and Thxation Committee
passed PCB FT 99-06 favorably by a vote of 16 yeas to 0 nays. A (6yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 19, 1999, PCB FT 99-06 became HB 1947.

I Record 6b: On March 26, 1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l8
yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 1947 died in the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee; refer to CS/SB 172.

Tn* 
bill recluces the sales tax rate for commercial, non-residential use of tele-

I communications services from 7 to 6.5 percent. The bill also provides that
sales tax on prepaid calling cards will be assessed at the point of sale of the card,
instead of at the point of usage.

Further, the bill provided legislative intent to funher reduce the tax rate to 6
percent on January l ,2001.

AIF supported this legislation although it was not passed by the Legislarure
session.

I Record 7a: On March 16, 1999, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed PCB FT 99-07 favorably by a vote of I 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 19, 1999. PCB FT 99-07 became HB 1949.
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HB 1949 Confinued

HB | 955 Alcoholic
Beveroge

Surchorge/
Reduction by rhe

House Finqnce snd
Toxotion Commiftee
ond Represenfslive

George Albright
(R-Ocolo)

H O U S E  .  T A X T I O N

t Record 7b: On March 26, 1999, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of I 17 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position

IIB 1949 died in the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee.

he bill provides for the surtax on alcoholic beverages consumed on the pre
mises to be reduced by one-third. The Alcoholic Beverage Surcharge is a tax

that was passed by the 1990 Legislature which singled out every restauranr, grill,
bar, and any other establi$hmenr rhat was licensed to serve alcohol by the drink, to
collect this very unjust tax.

I Record 8a: On March 16, 1999, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed PCB FT 99-10 favorably by a vote of l6 yeas to 0 nays. A d.yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 8b; On March 26,1999, the House passed the bill by a vote of I lB
yeas to 0 nays. A '6yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Ifi 1955 died in the Senate Fiscal Resource Committee: refer to CS/SB U2.
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HB t95 l
Unemploymenl

Compensotion by
the House Finsnce

ond Tsxstion
Committee ond

H O U S E  .  U N E M P L O Y M E N T  C O M P E N S A T I O N

UunmProYMENT CompENsATroN

fnir 
bill provides an unemployment tax reduction of 0.5 percent for unemploy

I ment compensation tax rates for the year 2000 with certain exceptions. The
bill also provides a 5 percent increase for weekly benefits for the first eight weeks
of a claim during benefit years beginning January l, 2000, through December 31,
2000, with a maximum weekly benefit of $288.

The bill further clarifies disqualification benefits for voluntary quitting full-
time, part-time, or temporary work, and reauthorizes the Florida Training Invest-
ment Program until June 30, 2002.

Record Ia: On March 16, 1999, the House Finance and Taxation Committee
passed PCB FT 99-08 favorably by a vote of l5 yeas to I nays. A "yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 19, 1999, PCB FT 99-08 became HB 1951.

Record Ib: On March 26, l999,the Hou$e passed the bill by a vote of l17
yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 30, 1999, the Senate substituted HB l95l for CS/SB 108 and
passed the bill by a vote of 37 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vore is a vote for the
AIF position.

HB 1951 was signed by the Governor and became Law on April 15, 1999;
refer to Ch. # 99-131. Laws of Florida.

Representolive r
George Albright

(R-Ocola)

I
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ljiijiliilliijijillliiiiiiiii:$oo::i;L.iiiiTrovillion (R) F

.iii; ,....,..i :ll:,:,1 :,:il:,:'l iiilil ;i*ouiiiii;;i';.Tullis (R) F

i:::.'::::' ,,.:,,,,1 iiir..iii..ioo:ij,;, i.i.i Turnbull (D) F

t.;l:l::0::::::::::::
i:::::::::::::::::::

Valdes (R) F

,,,, i i ,,0 ...;,i0 ..:.:.::..' Villalobos (R) F

,,' I ......0 Wallace (R) F

t 0,'',,' inU;.;. Warner (R) F
,, ....ii0...i .:il.ii.itn0 Wasserman-Schultz (D) F F
lr. 0, .lrl, iiiiiiiiiiif b0'.j..ii... Waters (R) F F

,, S..ili ilS0...iii Wiles (D) F F

i i l :.:0.l.1.:,',;rlinn.i.rt,,i.. Wilson (D) F

I rs.:.:....,r l,.,i:i.:I$ffiiii,,i,..l Wise (R) F

il.S.Z iii;ii;iiill
:::::::: i : ] j :: : l:j;:l:::iiilf, li:::::::: :: TOTAr/AVERAeE

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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HB | 767 Workers'
Compensotion by

the House Insurqnce
Commiftee

H O U S E  r  $ y ' O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T T O N

WonrERS' ComPENSATToN

he bill would make changes to the workers'compensation system relating to
medical care, permanent total disability (PTD) benefits eligibility, program

administration, and procedures. Medical care issues would include authorizing in-
dividual self-insured employers to "opt-out" of managed care requirements, modify
medical bill reporting requirements, and granting rehabilitation providers access to
medical records.

The bill would have clarified several important issues to redress recent ad-
verse court decisions that have disturbed the balance in the workers' compensation
Iaw. The main fix corrected the Burger King decision, in which the First District
Coutt of Appeals struck down the Legislature's attempt to end permanent total dis-
ability supplemental benefits at age 62. The appeals court interpreted the inartfully
worded statute to mean that benefits ceased at age 62 but resumed at age 65.

AIF supponed this bill as it was originally filed, but the reform effort died on
the House calendar because AIF was not able to reach a compromise with the AFL-
CIO and others.

I Record Ia: On March 3, 1999, the House Insurance Committee passed pCB

INS 99-02 favorably by a vote of I I yeas to 0 nays. A ,.yea" vote i$ a vote for
the AIF position.

On March 11, 1999, PCB INS 99-02 became HB

Ftn 1767 died on the House Calendar.

ond Representsfive
Ston Bsinler

(R-Eusris)
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Albright (R)
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Alexander (R)

l.:;riiii:.:,i.i:i::::.::ii:::.j.:.:.:: Andrews (R)

i,.illllilili t,.,'i',l Argenziano (R)
' t l

Arnall (R)

,,:,,,,,,,,,,,,,..i,Il,l.l.l l,........ui:.:...:.:l :.j.iii.iluoii::iiiiii.ijBainter (R) F

' i i

, l t
Ball (R)

Baneiro (R)

Bense (R)

Betancourt (D)

Bi l i rakis (R)

Bitner (R)

Bloom (D)
' t l l

.  r i , i : : : : : : : : : : Boyd (D)

:,:,:,j,:j:,i,i :,i,i,i,,,,,itltl Bradley (D)

Bronson (D)

Brown (D)
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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Brummer (R)

Bullard (D)

Bush (D)

u Byrd (R) F

Cantens (R)

Casey (R)

Chestnut (D)

Constantine (R)

:::::::::ii:::::::li..l .. '.i0:ii....:ti Cosgrove (D) F
r : i : : : l l

.,. .l ,'. ,, i',,,,i'l,lil Crady (D)

. . , ' , ' , , , ,
Crist (R)

Crow (R)

Dennis (D)

Detert (R)

DiazdelaPortil la (R)

T lCI{l Dockery (R) F

Edwards (D)
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F - Vote for position of AI F . A - Vote against position of AI F
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Effman (D)

irlilrliiiiiijjii:j:j:-t:=iiii:ii:ii:*t$.l-iiEggelletion (D)

.ji.i....'.' i:.i.::i:::::: Farkas (R)
,,lriiilii.j

llltillil.
::::::::: i : i :
;:;:::i:lii:i
:::::.;:l:;i:
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Fasano (R)

Feeney (R)

Fiorentino (R)

Flanagan (R)

r : l

..'ll'1.liil,:,.l Frankel (D)

l Fuller (R)

Futch (R)

Garcia (R)

] Gay (R)

t 0 ,. 100...... Goode (R) F

Goodlette (R)

Gottlieb (D)

illiiilii Green (R)

Greene (D)
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iiiiliiiiiiiiriiiriilijii:j;i:::i:ii:;i Greenstein (D)
' i i :rrrl l l i
j i : : l lr l l l

: :: ' : ' : ' : ' : l : j i i : i i j

'*iLjjjjijijjiill
Hafner (D)

:::l:::: Hanington (R)

|:i:||ii|jiiiiiiiii:jjliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiiiiiHart (R)

Healey (D)
:iiii;rr:iir::i:ir

ijliirr i:i:::::i:i:::ii:i:r:ri:iiiiiirii Henriquez (D)

iiiiiii.:.i.i.iCI.iiiiiii10s. Heyman (D) F

Hiil (D)

Jacobs (D)

Johnson (R)

Jones (R)

Kelly (R)

Kilmer (R)

i l t l t i ,:,.; l ; i1; ': | ' '  1 11i1,1l,
Kosmas (D)

t l l : l : r;,:::::
i : l i : Kyle (R)

' . , i ,  I  i i l

:.:.:.:.:.::::::::i.:.:.i.:.:.:.:
Lacasa (R)

I 0 :::::::::::ilOCI Lawson (D) F
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Levine (D)

Littlefield (R)

ii,i:
iiiti Liiiiiiiiliiiirii:rir=Logan (D)

Lynn (R)

.ll,.,i'iii.i Maygarden (R)

iirirl
iiii,: Melvin (R)

Merchant (R)

Miller,Jefferson (R)

......,.:ii, Miller,Les (D)

Minton (D)

Morroni (R)

Murman (R)

:::::l:l]]ill Ogles (R)

I 0rtr,:,,,,i,, Patterson (R) F

i:iiii::i:]i]ll]:lrjijllii:iiiiiii::i:Peaden (R)

.::,'i;,;,;:'.l
,;,r Posey (R)

Prieguez (R)

F - Vote for position of AI F . A - Vote against position of AI F
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:tii:t:i:iililii.,l:::l:ilili:rll;i;i:ijiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiili,,iijlPutnam (R)

I Rayson (D) F

:irlilriljriilj iiirii:jiLijili Reddick (D)

lrrli:ij::illl:liliilillilillllljijijif Ritchie (D)
,ii ::ttt: l l :t j ::::t:t i : i j t t :t:tttt:::::t::::: l

ii;jiijri,j;::::;1i:iii,riri,:,,riii:::i::::l

ij1,til.i',i,,ii,,ii,.l
Ritter (D)

.:ll.t::ltll:lllli
: ::::rrir:: i :rr,il,li,iit.li.,:ii;ltl:..,,;,i;.,ll,;ii.lRoberts (D)

, , ; , , , ' , i Rojas (R)

Russell (R)

Ryan (D)

Sanderson (R)

Sembler (R)

:,::t: l :tt: ' , l , ' ' l l Smith,Christopher (D)

Smith,Kelley (D)

Sobel (D)

Sorensen (R)
l r ; : i l ,

Spran (D)

Stafford (D)

F - Vote for position of AI F , A - Vote against position of Al F
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iiiiiil.ii:. Stansel (D)

;i.i..:i,l.ii,:,l....,:... Starks (R)

.illiiii.,,;'.;i
:::::::::i:;:

!:iii:i:lliii Suarez (D)

'...ilii,l,,'. Sublette (R)

Thrasher (R)

.,.,.i'i Trovill ion (R)

i:,.:..i Tullis (R)

l..i..i'ii Turnbull (D)

Valdes (R)

Villalobos (R)

Wallace (R)

Warner (R)

Wasserman-Schultz (D)

l 0 Waters (R) F

I 0"' Wiles (D) F

Wilson (D)

I Wise (R)
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F - Vote Jbr posirion of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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