








































































































































































































































































































































































































Houst Avirace oN Health Care Issues (conTiNuED)
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Lynn (R)

Mackenzie (D)

Mackey (D)

Maygarden (R)

Meek (D)

Melvin (R)

Merchant (R)

Miller (D)

Minton (D)

Morroni (R)

Morse (R)

Murman (R)

Ogles (R)

Peaden (R)

Posey (R)

Prewitt (D)

Pruit (R)
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Houst Averace oN Heaith Cark Issues (conTiNuep)

38113407} aduRINSU| [BIUS(] - OF

38e1a40)) SouRInSU] |RIUI(] - G

a3e1240)) SouBINSU] [RIU3(] - B

(e 1J21D/di 1y3|D/uRINSUL YI|EIY - GE

g 1§21 /A1 19§D R0URINSUL Yi[eIY - BE

de[ed y2(D/d1 Yo RoURINSU] YB3 - BT

Kyued yijealf eiuajy - B

JALLVINISIYdIY

Putnam (R)

Rayson (D)

Reddick (D)

Ritchie (D)

Ritter (D)

Roberts-Burke (D)

Rodriguez-Chomat (R)

Rojas (R)

Safley (R)

Sanderson (R)

Saunders (R)

Sembler (R)

Silver (D)

Sindler (D)

Smith (D)

Spratt (D)

Stabins (R)
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House Avieract oN HeaLtH Cark Issues (coNTINUED)
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Stafford (D)
Starks (R)

Sublette (R)

Tamargo (R)

Thrasher (R)
Tobin (D)

Trovillion (R)

Turnbull (D)
Valdes (R)

Villalobos (R)
Wallace (R)

Wamer (R)

Wasserman-Schultz (D)

Webster (R)

Westbrook (D)

Wiles (D)

Wise (R)

Ziebarth (R)
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CS/HB 767 Bad
Check Charges

by the House
Committee on Crime
and Punishment
and Representative
Tony Hill
(D-Jacksonville)

CS/SB 1402
Elections by the
Senate Committee
on Executive
Business, Ethics,
and Elections and

Senator

Jack Latvala
(R-Palm Harbor)

HOUSE » LEGAL AND JUDICIAL

LEGAL AND JUICIAL

IF supports greater remedies made available to businesses seeking recovery

from dishonored checks. This bill provides for the imposition of treble

damages when a stop-payment order is placed on a check by the issuer with the

intent to defraud. The bill also removes “race” as an identifying background fea-
ture that can be used to determine the identity of the issuer.

B  Record 1a: OnMarch 17, 1998, the House passed the carry-over bill as amended
by a vote of 117 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 767 for SB 212. SB 212
was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/HB 767 by a vote of 32 yeas to
0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 767 became Law without the Governor’s signature on May 28,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-297, Laws of Florida.

This bill as adopted by the House and Senate substantially rewrites areas of the
Florida Election Law with an emphasis on absentee balloting. This is in re-
sponse to issues of voter fraud which arose in the 1997 City Commission race in
Miami Beach.

The bill tightens the law.primarily in voter registration and absentee voting
procedures. It enhances the penalties for existing crimes, creates penalties for new
crimes, expands Supervisor of Elections authority and creates a voter fraud hot-
line.

AIF has continued to demand tighter controls over absentee ballots to pre-
vent voter fraud and has opposed efforts to allow fax ballots to overseas electors.
CS/SB 1402 goes a long way in guaranteeing election integrity.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate passed the conference committee report for
CS/SB 1402 by a vote of 30 yeas to 9 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

B Record 2a: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the conference committee
report for CS/SB 1402 by a vote of 73 yeas to 42 nays. A “yea’ vote is a vote
for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1402 became Law without the Governor’s signature on May
21, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-129, Laws of Florida.

1998 AIF VOTING RECORDS 16.1



HB 3077 Medicaid
Third-Party Liability
by Representative
Harry Goode
(R-Melbourne) and
Representative
Paula Dockery
(R-Lakeland)

HOUSE « LEGAL AND JUDICIAL

T

his bill repeals the 1994 amendments to Florida’s Medicaid Third-Party Li-
ability Act. During the final hours of the 1994 Legislative Session, CS/CS/SB

2110 was amended, which drastically altered the scope of the bill. Prior to the last-
minute floor amendment, the bill was a non-controversial bill that merely sought
to transfer the Medicaid Fraud-Control Unit of the Auditor General to the Depart-
ment of Legal Affairs. As amended, the bill removes the defenses of third parties
who are sued by the State to recover Medicaid expenditures. The State has used
the removal of these defenses to sue the tobacco industry.

AIF supports the repeal of the amendments to the Medicaid Third-Party Li-

ability Law.

Record 3a: On April 9, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of 112 yeas
to 2 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 23, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 3077 for CS/SB 1192, CS/SB
1192 was laid on the table.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate passed HB 3077 as amended by a vote of 39
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3b: On April 28, 1998, the House adopted an amendment to the
Senate amendments, concurred with the Senate amendments as amended,
and passed the bill by a vote of 117 yeas to 1 nay. The House requested the
Senate to concur. A *‘yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 1, 1998, the Senate refused to concur and requested the House to
recede.

Record 3c: On May 1, 1998, the House receded and passed the bill by a vote
of 113 yeas to O nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 3077 was received by the Governor on June 1, 1998; deadline of
June 16, 1998.
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Bainter (R) ' F|F|{F|F]|F
Ball (R) FIF F F

Barreiro (R) F{F|F|F F

Betancourt (D) | F|I|A|F}| F|F

Bitner (R) FIF{F|F]|F

Bloom (D) FI{A|F F|F

Boyd (D) - F|A|F|F|F

Bradiey (D) F|F F|F

Brennan (D) FIFI{F{F]|F

Bronson (D) F|F{F| FF

Brooks (R) F{F|FI|FI|F

F - Vote for position of AIF + A - Vote against position of AIF

1998 AIF VOTING RECORDS 16.3



Houst Avirace oN LecaL Anp Jubicial Issues (conTiNuED)

Endll I

AT IS B (e

) -~ e

w Tl E| T

- & g

= < E|=|E

- S|l g | 2| 2| =

z -— g = ] =

] Q| = .2 = 4

(7] - (%) ~ - -~

i slglalale

Brown (D) FI|A|F|F|F
Bullard (D) F{A|F | F|F
Burroughs (R) F|F|F | F|F
Bush (D) FIA|F | F|F
Byrd (R) F{|F | F}|F]F
Carlton (R) F|F|F| F|F
Casey (R) FI{IF{F|F}|F
Chestnut (D) FIA|F | F|F

Clemons (D) F{A|F|F
Constantine (R) F|F|F|FI|F
Cosgrove (D) FIA|F|FIF
Crady (D) FIF | FjF|F
Crist (R) F|F|F}|F
Crow (R) F{FI|FIF|F
Culp (R) F|IFJ1F]FJ|F
Dawson-White (D) FIA{F | F\{F
Dennis (D) F{A|F | F
F - Vote for position of AIF + A - Vote against position of AIF
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House Averace oN LecaL anp JupiciaL Issues (conTINUED)
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1a - Bad Check Charges
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CS/SB 1450
Intangible Personal
Property Tax by the
- Senate Committee
on Ways and
Means and Senator
Bill Bankhead
(R-Jacksonville)

HOUSE o TAXATION

TAXATION

he intangibles tax is one of the biggest deterrents in Florida to attracting new
business to the state. Intangible personal property to which the tax applies

includes among other things, stocks, bonds, notes, other obligations 1o pay money,
and accounts receivable. The term “accounts receivable™ is not currently defined
by statute.

The major provisions of the bill inciude the following:

» Raises the minimum amount of tax due before a return and payment are
required from $5.00 to $60.00 dollars. This equates to an exemption of
taxable securities of $80,000 for a single taxpayer, $100,000 exemption for
a married taxpayer filing a joint return, and a $30,000 exemption of taxable
assets for business;

» Defines “accounts receivable™ as a “business debt that is owed by another
to the taxpayer on the taxpayer’s assignee in the ordinary course of trade or
business and is not supported by negotiable instruments™;

» Begins a three year phase out of the tax on accounts receivable;

« Exempts banks, saVings associations, and insurance companies from the
tax;

* Reduces penalties significantly.

On March 26, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means passed the

bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 19 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea’ vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 37 yeas
to 0 nays. A *“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record la: On April 30, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of 117
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1450 became Law without the Governor’s signature on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-132, Laws of Florida.
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CS/HB 3171 Sales
Tax Exemptions/
Aircraft by the
House Committee
on Finance and
Taxation and
Representative
Bob Starks
(R-Casselberry)

HOUSE ¢« TAXATION

C urrently, the State of Florida imposes a sales tax on parts and equipment used
in the repair and maintenance of commercial aircratt. Consequently. the
airline industry performs only such repair or maintenance that must be performed
in this state, since other states exempt aircraft parts from taxation. Any planned or
scheduled maintenance is performed in other states, even though Florida is better
suited for performing year round maintenance because of its climate.

This bill exempts from sales tax the purchase or lease of certain commercial
aircraft for use by a common carrier. The bill also exempts replacement engines,
parts, and equipment used in the repair and maintenance of certain aircraft, includ-
ing rotary wing aircraft.

M Record 2a: On December 4, 1997 the House Committee on Finance and
Taxation passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 10
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B Record 2b: On February 19, 1998, the House Committee on Transportation
and Economic Development passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 8 yeas
to 0 nays. A *yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B Record 2c: On March 24, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 116 yeas to 3 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 3171 for CS/SB 328. CS/
SB 328 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/HB 3171 by a vote of 37
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 3171 was signed by the Governor and became Law on May 15,
1998; refer to Chapter #98-60, Laws of Florida.
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S

CS/CS/HB 3229
Sales Tax
Exemption/
Pollution Control
Equipment by the
House Committee
on Finance and
Taxation, the
Committee on
Environmental
Protection, and
Representative
John Thrasher
(R-Orange Park)

HOUSE ¢ TAXATION

IF supports removal of the sales tax on pollution control and prevention equip-

ment devices. Providing tax incentives for business and industry on the

purchase and construction of pollution control and prevention facilities 1s good

public policy, since it will encourage business to go beyond the minitum require-
ments for pollution control.

This bill provides an exemption for certain facilities, devices, fixtures, equip-
ment, machinery, and structures used for pollution prevention or control in manu-
facturing, processing, compounding, or producing for sale certain items of per-
sonal property. The bill also provides an exemption for certain machinery. equip-
ment, or materials purchased for use at privately owned or operated waste manage-
ment facilities.

H  Record 3a: On February 4, 1998, the House Committee on Environmental
Protection passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 11
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B  Record 3b: OnMarch 5, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxa-
tion passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 15 yeas 1o
0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B  Record 3c: On April 14, 1998, the House Committee on General Govern-
ment passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 10 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B  Record 3d: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 118 yeas to O nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3229 for CS/SB 434.
CS/SB 434 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/CS/HB 3229 as
amended by a vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays and requested the House to concur. A
“‘yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B Record 3e: On April 29, 1998, the House concurred with the Senate amend-
ments and passed the bill by a vote of 117 yeas to O nays. A “yea” vote is a
. vote for the AIF position,

CS/CS/HB 3229 became Law without the Governor’s signature on
May 29, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-317, Laws of Florida.
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CS/CS/HB 3249
Sales Tax
Exemption on
Electricity by the
House Committee
on Finance and
Taxation, the
Committee on
Business
Development and
international Trade,
Representative
Mike Fasano
(R-New Port
Richey), and
Representative
Jerry Burroughs
(R-Pace)

HOUSE »

TAXATION

IF supports certain changes to the previously passed electric energy sales tax
exemption to include steam energy and to clarify the threshold for qualify-

ing for the exemption.

This bill clarifies the provisions of the exemption for electricity used in manu-

facturing that was granted in 1996. The new provision does not require separate
metering of electricity use, but requires at least 75 percent of the use to be for
manufacturing to receive a 100 percent exemption. It also grants a 50 percent
exemption if more than 50 percent, but less than 75 percent of the electricity is
used in manufacturing. Steam energy is also granted the same sales tax exemption
as electrical energy.

Record 4a: On March 4, 1998, the House Committee on Business Develop-
ment combined the HB 3249 with HB 3305 and passed the bill favorably as
a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. This action created CS/
HB 3249. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4b: On March 18, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxa-
tion passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 15 yeas to
0 nays. A *“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4c: On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on General Govern-
ment passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 10 yeas to O nays. A “yea’ vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4d: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of 116
yeas to 2 nays. A “yea” vote 1s a vote for the AIF position.

On Apri] 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3249 for CS/SB 338.
CS/SB 338 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/CS/HB 3249 by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is.a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/HB 3249 became Law without the Governor’s signature on
May 29, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-318, Laws of Florida,
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CS/CS/HB 3351
Sponsored Research
and Development
by the House
Committee on
Finance and
Taxation, the
Committee on
Colleges and
Universities, and
Representative
Mike Fasano
(R-New Port Richey)

HOUSE » TAXATION

IF supports legislation that would encourage the development of high tech-
nology industry by making available a business climate more receptive 0
research and development.

The bill provides that any company willing to contract with a state university
or certain private universities to conduct sponsored research in connection with its
research and development activities would be able to have property or payroll in-
volved with that research and development excluded from the apportionment for-
mula used to apportion income among the various states in which the company
operates. This exclusion would ignore any expenses in the state related to research
and development and, therefore, not increase the amount of corporate tax due to
the State of Florida as a result of research and development activities done in con-
junction with the universities. Further, any expense for property and payroll would
not subject a company to Florida’s corporate tax if it is otherwise not subject to
Florida’s tax. The property and payroll would become transparent to the State of
Florida.

B  Record 5a: On March 5, 1998, the House Committee on Colleges and Uni-
versities passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 11
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B Record 5b: OnMarch 18, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxa-
tion passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 14 yeas to
0 nays. A “yea’ vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B Record 5¢: On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on General Govern-
ment passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 10 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea™ vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

B Record 5d: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of 119
yeas to O nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3351 for CS/CS/SB
742. CS/CS/SB 742 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/CS/HB
3351 by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A *yea” vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

CS/CS/HB 3351 became Law without the Governor’s signature on
May 29, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-325, Laws of Florida.

1998 AIF VOTING RECORDS
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HOUSE « TAXATION

T — Thc intangibles tax is one of the biggest deterrents in Florida to auracting new
€S/CS/HB 3899 business to the state. Intangible personal property tohwhi‘ch the tax applies

. includes among other things, stocks, bonds, notes, other obligations to pay money,
Infung'ble Personal and accounts receivable. The term “accounts receivable™ is not currently defined

Property Tax by the by statute.

House Committee The major provisions of the bill include the following:
on Finance and » Raises the minimum amount of tax due before a return and payment are
Taxation, the required from $5.00 to $60.00 dollars. This equates to an exemption of tax-
Committee on able securities of $80,000 for a single taxpayer, $100,000 exemption fora

married taxpayer filing a joint return, and a $30,000 exemption ot taxable

Financial Services, _
assets for business;

and Representative . _ '
» Defines “accounts receivable” as a “business debt that is owed by another
Bob Starks
3 to the taxpayer on the taxpayer’s assignee in the ordinary course of trade or
(R-Casselberry) business and is not supported by negotiable instruments’;

* Begins a three year phase out of the tax on accounts receivable:

» Exempts banks, savings associations, and insurance companies from the
tax;

» Reduces penalties significantly.

B  Record 6a: On February 19, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and
Taxation passed PCB FT-98-3 as favorable by a vote of 12 yeas to 2 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB FT 98-3 became HB 3899.

B  Record 6b: On March 23, 1998, the House Committee on Financial Services
passed the bill favarably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 2
nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B Record 6¢c: On April 2, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxation
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 11 yeas to 0
nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B  Record 6d: On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on General Govern-
ment passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/HB 3899 died on the House Calendar.
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House Averace oN TaxamioN Issues = 99%

JAUVINISTUdIY

Albright (R)

Alexander (R)

Andrews (R)

Argenziano (R)

Amall (R)

Amold (D)

Bainter (R)

Ball (R)

Barreiro (R)

Betancourt (D)

Bitner (R)

Bloom (D)

Boyd (D)

Bradley (D)

Brennan (D)

Bronson (D)

Brooks (R)

F - Vote for position of AIF + A - Vote against position of AIF
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Houst AVERAGE ON TaxaTioN Issuks (coNTINUED)

DiazdelaPortillaR) | F

Dockery (R)

Edwards (D)

Effman (D)

Eggelletion (D)

Fasano (R)

Feeney (R)

Fischer (D)

Flanagan (R)

Frankel (D)

Fuller (R)

Futch (R)

Garcia (R)

Gay (R)

Goode (R)

Gottlieb (D)

Greene (D)

F - Vote for position of AIF « A - Vote against position of AIF
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Hafner (D)

Harrington (R)

Healey (D)
Heyman (D)

Hill (D)

Horan (D)

Jacobs (D)

Jones (R)

Kelly (R)

King (R)

Kosmas (D)

Lacasa (R)

Lawson (D)

Lippman (D)

Littlefield (R)

Livingston (R)
Logan (D)

F - Vote for position of AIF » A - Vote against position of AIF
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House Avirace oN Taxarion Issues (cCONTINUED)

JALNVINISTUIY

Putnam (R)

Rayson (D)

Reddick (D)

Ritchie (D)

Ritter (D)

Roberts-Burke (D) | F

Rodriguez-Chomat (R)

Rojas (R)

Safley (R)

Sanderson (R)

Saunders (R)

Sembler (R)

Silver (D)

Sindler (D)

Smith (D)

Spratt (D)

Stabins (R)

F - Vote for position of AIF * A - Vote against position of AIF
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Stafford (D)
Starks (R)

Sublette (R)

Tamargo (R)

Thrasher (R)
Tobin (D)

Trovillion (R)

Turnbull (D)

Valdes (R)

Villalobos (R)

Wallace (R)

Warner (R)

Wasserman-Schultz (D)| F

Webster (R)

Westbrook (D)

Wiles (D)

Wise (R)

Ziebarth (R)

TOTAL

F - Vote for position of AIF « A - Vote against position of AIF
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CS/SB 1092

- Workers
Compensation/
Benefits by the
Senate Committee
on Banking and
insurance and
Senator

Jack Latvala
(R-Palm Harbor)

HOUSE o WORKERS COMPENSATION

WORKERS COMPENSATION

This bill corrects the Burger King decision by the First District Court of Ap-
peals and the Grice decision by the Supreme Court of Florida. AIF supports
clarification of both decisions.

In the case of Burger King Corporation/Cigna Insurance Company v. Moreno.
the District Court of Appeals held that the workers compensation supplemental
benefits ceased at age 62, if the claimant is eligible for social security retirement
benefits and social security benefits. The bill corrects the interpretation of the
Appeals Court so that supplemental benefits will cease at age 62 when the claim-
ant is receiving either social security retirement benefits or social security disabil-
ity benefits. An injured worker cannot collect both, thereby, rendering the 1994
amendment ineffective.

In the case of Escambia County Sheriff's Department v. Grice, the Supreme
Court held that the employer could offset a claimant’s workers compensation ben-
efits to the extent that the total of the compensation benefits, disability retirement,
and social security disability benefits exceeded his “average weekly wage.” The
bill clarifies the interpretation of the Court by: allowing the employer to take
offsets to allow 100 percent of the employee’s average weekly wage, including
supplemental benefits to age 62, 10 be calculated by combining workers compen-
sation benefits, social security benefits, and employer-funded benefits provided to
the employee and his dependents for which the employer has contributed more
than 50 percent of the costs of benefits. This includes: retirement benefits; disabil-
ity benefits; and any other payment of wages by the employer.- Supplemental ben-
efits are excluded from the definition of benefits. The language is stronger for
business than in the House bill.

On March 31, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea’ vote 1s a vote for the AIF position.

On April 16, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 26 yeas
to 11 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 22, 1998, the House substituted CS/SB 1092 for HB 4781. HB
4781 was laid on the table.

B Record 1a: OnApril 27, 1998, the House passed CS/SB 1092 as amended by
a vote of 116 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May 1, 1998, the Senate adopted an amendment to the House amend-

1998 AIF VOTING RECORDS
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CS/SB 1092 Continuved

CS/SB 1346
Division of Safety
by the Senate
Committee on
Banking and
Insurance and
Senator Mario Diaz-
Balart (R-Miami)

HOUSE » WORKERS COMPENSATION

ments, concurred with the House amendments as amended. and passed the
bill by a vote of 36 yeas to 2 nays. The Senate requested the House to concur.
A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1092 died in messages to the House.

This bill authorizes the Division of Safety of the Department of Labor and Em-
ployment Security to adopt rules in relation to public-sector employers and
employees. These areas include: investigations of public sector employees; record-
keeping requirements for public-sector employers; and regulation of public-sector
employees. The bill also requires temp agencies to enact workplace satety pro-
grams,

In the four years since becoming a Division, the Division of Safety has qua-
drupled in size and now has an annual budget approaching $11 million. In a recent
report by OPPAGA, the Division is cited as not foliowing statutory guidelines and
wasting taxpayer money. AIF believes much of the Division’s services are dupli-
cative of federal agencies, and the past four years have not justified such a large
bureaucracy and budget. AIF also believes the private consultation program by the
Division is ineffective and not cost-productive.

Further, AIF believes that the Division’s functions should be focused in the
public-sector, and not the private-sector, where the Division has no power to inde-
pendently investigate or penalize employers.

On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 1, 1998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 36 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea’ vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B  Record 2a: On April 9, 1998, the House Committee on Financial Services
passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 10 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

B Record 2b: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of 118
yeas to 0 nays. A “‘yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1346 became Law without the Governor’s signature on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-126, Laws of Florida.. .

1998 AIF VOTING RECORDS 18.2



SB 1348 AHCA/
Workers
Compensation
Managed Care by
Senator Ginny
Brown-Waite
(R-Brooksville)

HOUSE « WORKERS COMPENSATION

IF believes the current administrative rules enacted by the Agency for Health
Care Administration (AHCA) do not work. This bill delegates the rule-
making authority to AHCA for the sufficient oversight of the workers compensa-
tion managed care arrangements, under which the current workers compensation
law requires individual self-insured companies to provide coverage. The bill di-
rects the agency to adopt rules that specify procedures for the following: the au-
thorization and examination of managed care arrangements by AHCA: the autho-
rization of provider networks; the authorization of exceptions from the accessibil-
ity of services; case management, utilization management, and peer review: qual-
ity assurance and medical records; dispute resolution; provider education; and data
reporting relating to the grievance procedure, return-to-work outcomes, and pro-
vider networks. AIF supports amending AHCA's rules to require the use of nation-
ally recognized guidelines for devising practice parameters.

On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Health Care passed the bill as
favorable by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On April 1, 1988, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 35 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

W Record 3a: OnApril 15, 1998, the House Committee on Health Care Reform
passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

B Record 3b: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of 117
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 1348 became Law without the Governor’s sngnature on May 21,
1998; refer to. Ch. #98-127 Laws of Florida.
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CS/CS/SB 1406
Workers
Compensation
insurance Fraud
by the Senate
Committee on Ways
and Means, the
Committee on
Banking and
Insurance, and
Senator Charlie
Clary (R-Destin)

HOUSE « WORKERS COMPENSATION

This bill addresses the fraud issues in the workers compensation construc-
tion industry. Hundreds of thousands of dollars are lost each year due to the
many ways construction workers can be exempt from carrying workers compensa-
tion coverage. AIF believes that by requiring all employees in the construction
industry to carry workers compensation insurance, overall rates for employers in
the construction industry would decrease. AIF estimates this ata 10 percent reduc-
tion in one year.

This bill allows an independent contractor to elect to be exempt as an em-
ployee for workers compensation by affidavit and by an exemption. The person
acknowledges they are not an employee and cannot recover benefits. The bill
gives authority to the Division of Workers Compensation 1o revoke the exemption
certificates and limits their validity to two years.

AIF believes that the penalties for insurance fraud are not tough enough to
deter employers from committing fraud. The bill starts to remedy this by increas-
ing penalties against employers who are found not providing the required workers
compensation coverage for their employees. It increases criminal penalties for
workers compensation fraud to match the criminal penalties for general theft for
first, second, and third degree felonies. The statute of limitations for bringing
action against a person for fraud is increased to five years. The Division would
also be required to issue an order when an employer is suspected to be committing
fraud. The employer would have 24 hours to produce documentation that he is in
compliance with coverage; neglecting to do so would result in the issuing of a
stop-work order by the Division.

AIF supports increasing the investigatory powers for state officials seeking
to confirm an employer’s compliance with workers compensation coverage require-
ments. This bill allows the Division of Workers Compensation to monitor compli-
ance by inspecting business records and to utilize subpoena authority of these
records.

On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance passed
_ the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A
‘“‘yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 8, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 29 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea”
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 16, 1998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 37 yeas to 0 nays.
A *yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position,

B Record4a: On April 28, 1998, the House substituted CS/CS/SB 1406 for HB
4523, HB 4523 was laid on the table. The House passed CS/CS/SB 1406 as
amended by a vote of 118 yeas to 0 nays and requested the Senate to concur,
A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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CS/CS/SB 1406 Continued
e s
AR

CS/SB 1408
Confidentiality of
Workers
Compensation
Records by the
Senate Commitiee
on Banking and
insurance and
Senator Charlie
Clary (R-Destin)

HOUSE o WORKERS COMPENSATION

On April 30, 1998, the Senate concurred with the House amendments and
passed the bill by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the
AJF position.

CS/CS/SB 1406 was signed by the Governor and became Law on May
22, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-174, Laws of Florida.

The bill provides that investigatory records, obtained by the subpoena power
given to the Division of Workers Compensation to insure compliance with
coverage requirements by employers, be held confidential and exempt from public
records. This applies if the disclosure would jeopardize the integrity of another
investigation; reveal investigative techniques or procedures; reveal a trade secret;
reveal business or personal information; reveal the identity of a confidential source;
defame or cause unwarranted damage to a good name or reputation of an indi-
vidual; or jeopardize the safety of an individual. This bill is tied to CS/CS/SB
1406, which contains the substantive provisions relating to the subpoena power of
the Division of Workers Compensation.

On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 7, 1998, the Senate Committee on Governmental Reform passed
the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

On April 16, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 35 yeas
to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

B Record Sa: On April 29, 1998, the House adopted amendments and passed
the bill as amended by a vote of 119 yeas to 0 nays. The House requested the
Senate to concur. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

-~ On April 30, 1998, the Senate adopted an amendment to the amendment,
concurred with the House amendments as amended, and passed the bill by a
vote of 40 yeas 10 O nays. The Senate requested the House to concur. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1998, the House refused to concur with the Senate amendment
and requested the Senate to recede.

On May 1, 1998, the Senate concurred with the House amendments and passed
the bill by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF

position,
CS/SB 1408 was received by the Governor on June 1, 1998; deadline of
June 16, 1998,
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HB 3907 Continued

”
w
HB 4523 Workers
Compensation
Insurance Fraud

by the House
Committee on
Financial Services,
Representative
Sandy Safley
(R-Clearwater),
Representative

Fred Lippman
(D-Hollywood),

and Representative
John Cosgrove
(D-Miami)

S

On April 27, 1998, the House substituted SB 1626 for HB 3907.
HB 3907 was laid on the table; refer to CS/SB 1626.

This bill addresses the fraud issues in the workers compensation construction
industry. Hundreds of thousands of dollars are lost each year due to the many
ways construction workers can be exempt from carrying workers compensation
coverage. AIF believes that by requiring all employees in the construction indus-
try to carry workers compensation insurance, overall rates for employers in the
construction industry would decrease. AIF estimates this at a 10 percent reduction
in one year.

This bill allows an independent contractor to elect to be exempt as anh em-
ployee for workers compensation by affidavit and by an exemption. The person
acknowledges they are not an employee and cannot recover benefits. The bill
gives authority to the Division of Workers Compensation to revoke the exemption
certificates and limits their validity to two years. :

ATF believes that the penalties for insurance fraud are not tough enough to
deter employers from committing fraud. The bill starts to remedy this by increas-
ing penalties against employers who are found not providing the required workers
compensation coverage for their employees. It increases criminal penalties for
workers compensation fraud to match the criminal penalties for general theft for
first, second, and third degree felonies. The statute of limitations for bringing
action against a person for fraud is increased to five years. The Division would
also be required to issue an order when an employer is suspected 1o be committing
fraud. The employer would have 24 hours to produce documentation that he isin
compliance with coverage; neglecting to do so would result in the issuing of a
stop-work order by the Division.

ATF supports increasing the investigatory powers for state officials seeking
to confirm an employer’s compliance with workers compensation coverage require-
ments. This bill allows the Division of Workers Compensation to monitor compli-
ance by inspecting business records and to utilize subpoena authority of these
records.

B  Record 9a: OnMarch 18, 1998, the House Committee on Financial Services
passed PCB FS 98-6 as favorable by a vote of 11 yeas to 0 nays. A *yea”
vote is a vote for the AIF position. .

PCB FS 98-6 became HB 4523.

@  Record 9b: On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxa-
tion passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 12 yeas to 1 nay. A
“yea™ vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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HB 4523 Continued

IR
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HB 4705 Workers
Compensation/
Intoxication/Drugs
by the House
Commitiee on
Financial Services,
Representative
Sandy Safley
(R-Clearwater), and
Representative

Fred Lippman
(D-Hollywood)

HB 4781 Workers
Compensation/
Benefits by the

House Committee

on Financial
Services and
Representative
Sandy Safley
(R-Clearwater)

HOUSE o WORKERS COMPENSATION

M Record9c: On April 23, 1998, the House Committee on Transportation and
Economic Development passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 12 yeas 10 0
nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 28, 1998, the House substituted CS/CS/SB 1406 for HB 4523.
HB 4523 was laid on the table; refer to CS/CS/SB 1406,

IF supports the adoption of a rebuttable presumption for drug-free work-

place injuries. In the case, Hall v. Recchi American, Inc. and Palmer and
Cay Carswell, the Supreme Court held that the presumption of Chapter 440 of the
Florida Statutes that any employee who had an injury on a drug-free workplace
premise was automatically denied workers compensation benefits was unconstitu-
tional. This bill establishes that employees of drug-free workplaces found to be
intoxicated or under the influence of drugs at the time of an injury, must show “that
there is no reasonable hypothesis supporting the possibility that the intoxication or
drug use contributed to the injury.” This bill is necessary in order to keep the
protection of the Drug-Free Workplace Program in the workers compensation sys-
tem in place,

M  Record 10a: On March 30, 1998 the House Committee on Financial Ser-
vices passed PCB FS 98-8 as favorable by a vote of 12 yeas to 0 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB FS 98-8 became HB 4705,
On April 20, 1998, the House substituted SB 1972 for HB 4705.
HB 4705 was laid on the table; refer to SB 1972.

This bill corrects the Burger King decision by the First District Court of Ap-
peals and the Grice decision by the Supreme Court of Florida. AIF supports
clarification of both decisions.

In the case of Burger King Corporation/Cigna Insurance Company v. Moreno,
the District Court of Appeals held that the workers compensation supplemental
benefits ceased at age 62, if the claimant is eligible for social security retirement
benefits and social security benefits. The bill corrects the interpretation of the
appeals court so that supplemental benefits will cease at age 62 when the claimant
is receiving either social security retirement benefits or social security disability
benefits. An injured worker cannot collect both, thereby, rendering the 1994 amend-
ment ineffective.

In the case of Escambia County Sheriff’s Department v. Grice, the Supreme

1998 AIF VOTING RECORDS 18.9



HB 4781 Continued
A

HOUSE ¢ WORKERS' COMPENSATION

Court held that the employer could offset a claimant’s workers compensation ben-
efits to the extent that the total of the compensation benefits, disability retirement,
and social security disability benefits exceeded his “average weekly wage™ The
bill clarifies the interpretation of the Court by: allowing the employer to take
offsets to allow 100 percent of the employee’s average weekly wage, including
supplemental benefits to age 62, to be calculated by combining workers compen-
sation benefits, social security benefits, and employer-funded benefits provided to
the employee and his dependents for which the employer has contributed more
than 50 percent of the costs of benefits. This includes: retirement benefits; disabil-
ity benefits; and any other payment of wages by the employer. Supplemental ben-
efits are excluded from the definition of benefits.

W  Record 11a: On April 2, 1998, the House Committee on Financial Services
passed PCB FS 98-11 favorably as amended by a vote of 6 yeas to 2 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB FS 98-11 became HB 4781.
On April 22, 1998, the House substituted CS/SB 1092 for HB 4781.
HB 4781 was laid on the table; refer to CS/SB 1092.
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| Brown (D)

{ Bullard (D)

3 1 Burroughs (R)

Bush (D)

Byrd (R)

Carlton (R)

Chestnut (D)

Clemons (D)

Constantine (R)

Cosgrove.(D)

Crist (R)

04 Culp (R)

Dawson-White (D)

Dennis (D)
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190 | Lynn (R)

Mackenzie (D)

08| Mackey (D)

Maygarden (R)

Meek (D)

3§ Melvin (R)

Merchant (R)

Miller (D)

Minton (D)

Morroni (R)

Morse (R)

Murman (R)

Ogles (R)

Peaden (R)

Posey (R)

Prewitt (D)

Pruitt (R)
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House AVERAGE oN WORKERS COMPENSATION (CONTINUED)
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HB 3775
Telecommunications
Services by the
House Committee
on Utilities and
Communications
and Representative
Joe Arnall (R-
Jacksonville Beach)

HB 4785
Telecommunications
Services by House
Committee on
Utilities and
Communications
and Representative
Joe Arnall (R-
Jacksonville Beach)

HOUSE » TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

IF supports passage of legislation unanimously endorsed by the telecommu-

nications industry which addresses access fees, universal service, and rate
re-balancing as basic components. Proposed committee legislation, PCB UCO
98-1, addressed these concepts. The proposal would create support for universal
service to ensure continued availability of affordable basic local telecommunica-
tions service, especially in high-cost and low-income areas.

The proposal allows rebalancing of basic telecommunications service rates
to achieve self-sufficiency and foster effective competition. This is provided for
by allowing for increases in local residential rates. Long distance rates for all
customers would be lowered through mandatory reductions in access fees charged
by local providers to all long distance providers.

The proposal creates the “Telecommunications Consumer Protection Act” to
provide methodology for consumers rights, provide remedies for violations of those
rights, and establish billing practices requirements.

B  Record la: On February 17, 1998 the House Committee on Utilities and
Communications passed PCB UCO 98-1 by a vote of 14 yeas to 2 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB UCQ 98-1 was filed and became HB 3775.

HB 3775 died in the House Committee on Utilities and Communications.

This bill was initially filed as PCB UCO 98-3. As substantially amended, the
bill imposes a major workload on the Public Service Commission (PSC) to
study telecommunications issues and report to the Legislature by February 15,
1999. The bill requires the Commission to address universal service to assist the
Legislature in establishing a permanent mechanism to address services to low-
income customers and high-cost service areas. The PSC is also required to report
on long distance rates, business rates, and special services as they impact local
phone rates; and provide conclusions as to a fair and reasonable rate for residential
local phone service, '

The bill further extends from 1999 to 2000 the caps on local phone rates for
GTE and Sprint. The bill requires a total reduction of 15 percent in network access
charges by GTE and Sprint.

The bill creates the “Telecommunications Consumer Protection Act” to ad-
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HB 4785 Continuved
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dress selected consumer rights.

Record 2a: On April 9, 1998, the House Committee on Utilities and Com-
munications passed PCB UCO 98-3 as favorable by a vote of 11 veas to 5
nays. A ‘“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB UCO 98-3 became HB 4785.

Record 2b: On April 23, 1998, the House Committee on Transportation and
Economic Development passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 12
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2¢c: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 111 yeas to 4 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 4785 for CS/SB 640. CS/SB
640 was laid on the table. The Senate passed HB 4785 by a vote of 37 yeas to
0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 4785 became Law without the Governor’s signature on May 27,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-277, Laws of Florida.
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}a - Telecommunications Services
2a - Telecommunications Services
ations Servi

REPRESENTATIVE
2b - Telecommunic

Albright (R)

Alexander (R)

Andrews (R)

Argenziano (R) Al A

Arnall (R) F

Arnold (D)

Bainter (R)

Ball (R)

Barreiro (R)

Betancourt (D)

Bitner (R) F

Bloom (D)

Boyd (D) F|A

mlmimliwlialmiosiminio im0l 2c - Telecommunications Services

Bradley (D) F{A|F

Brennan (D)

Bronson (D) F

13

Brooks (R)

F - Vote for position of AIF + A - Vote against position of AIF
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REPRESENTATIVE

ta - Telecommunications Services

2a - Telecommunications Services

2b - Telecommunications Services

2c¢ - Telecommunications Services

Brown (D)

Bullard (D)

Burroughs (R)

Bush (D)

Byrd (R)

Carlton (R)

Casey (R)

Chestnut (D)

Clemons (D)

Constantine (R)

Cosgrove (D)

Crady (D)

Crist (R)

Crow (R)

Culp (R)

Dawson-White (D)

Dennis (D)

mimiomi{mijminloslinlosiwlslinliwinl{slx

F - Vote for position of AIF + A - Vote against position of AIF
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Houst AVERace ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS (CONTINUED)

2b - Telecommunicalions Services

ta - Telecommunications Services
2a - Telecommunications Services

REPRESENTATIVE

Diaz de Ia Portilla (R)

Dockery (R)

Edwards (D)

Effman (D)

Eggelletion (D)

Fasano (R)

Feeney (R) F|{F ]| F

Fischer (D)

Flanagan (R)

Frankel (D)

“Fuller (R) | F

miMmIimim sy yo M T LT TG 2e - Telecommunications Services

Futch (R)

Garcia (R)

Gay (R)

Goode (R)

Gottlieb (D)

o ||| ™

] Greene (D)

F - Vote for position of AIF * A - Vote against position of AIF
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Houst Avirace oN TELECOMMUNICATIONS {CONTINUED)

{a - Telecommunications Services
2a - Telecommunications Services
2b - Telecommunications Services
2c - Telecommunications Services

REPRESENTATIVE

Hafner (D)

Harrington (R)

Healey (D) F

Heyman (D)

m i m|im|im ]y

Hill (D)

Horan (D)

Jacobs (D)

Jones (R)

Kelly (R)

King (R)

Kosmas (D)

Lacasa (R)

Lawson (D)

Lippman (D)

Littlefield (R) - F [F

Livingston (R) F

m|o{olalws|{m|mia]lm|n]|n]|>

Logan (D) F | F

F - Vore for position of AIF = A - Vore against position of AIF
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Lynn (R) F
Mackenzie (D)

Mackey (D) F

Maygarden (R) F | F F

Meek (D) F

Melvin (R) F

Merchant (R) F F| F

Miller (D) F

Minton (D) : - , | F|F

Morroni (R) F

Morse (R) F

Murman (R) F

Ogles (R) F

Peaden (R) F

Posey (R) F

Prewitt (D) F

Pruitt (R) F

F - Vote for position of AIF + A - Vote against position of AIF
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House AVERAGE ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS {CONTINUED)
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Putnam (R) F
Rayson (D) F
Reddick (D) F|F
Ritchie (D) A
Ritter (D) F
Roberts-Burke (D) F
Rodriguez-Chomat (R) F
Rojas (R) F
Safley (R) A
Sanderson (R) F
Saunders (R) F
‘Sembler (R) F|F
Silver (D) F
Sindler (D) F
Smith (D) FI|F
Spratt (D) F
Stabins (R) F | F F

F - Vore for position of AIF » A - Vote against position of AIF
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Stafford (D) F| F F
Starks (R) F
Sublette (R) F
Tamargo (R) F
Thrasher (R) F| F F
Tobin (D) F
Trovillion (R) F
Turnbull (D) F
Valdes (R) F| F
Villalobos (R)
Wallace (R) F
Warner (R) F
Wasserman-Schuitz (D) Al A F
Webster (R) F
Westbrook (D) F | F F
Wiles (D) F
Wise (R) F
Ziebarth (R) F
TOTAL
F - Vote for position of AIF * A - Vote against position of AIF
1998 AIF VOTING RECORDS 19.9




